
 

V8 Newsletter for August 2013           V8AUG13G         Editor, please crop the images to fit the text to the page          2 

Returning to the Factory test 
route after 40 years  
In mid-December 1973 this V8 did a circuit 
of the Factory test route out west of the A34 
passing the boundary of the aerodrome at 
RAF Abingdon and then the Dog House pub 
on the way. Almost 40 years later the V8 
returned in June to retrace the test route 
when motoring journalist Mike Taylor got 
together four models based on the timeless 
and attractive BGT design for an article on 
how they compare today as classic cars. 
Here the V8 stands at the end of the runway 
at RAF Abingdon which used to see 
Handley Page Hastings and lumbering 
Blackburn Beverley aircraft taking off loaded 
with trainee parachutists heading for drops 
at Weston on the Green, an airfield north of 
Oxford. 
   The four MGs - a BGT, a CGT, a GTV8 
and an RV8GT - lined up at Club Office in 
Abingdon ready for an exercise to compare 
their appearance, comfort, ride and 
performance. Each model has its 
characteristics but many feel the 
understated style and performance of the V8 
engined model launched in 1973 is 
attractive to drive, particularly for touring. It 

also has a better fuel consumption than 
many might believe - when driven in touring 
conditions, even briskly, the V8 will return 
mpg figures only a little higher than the 1795 
BGT as Dennis Wharf demonstrated in his 
recent article on touring with his V8 in 
France. 
   The RV8GT is a conversion built by a 
fastidious owner in 1998/2000 using a 1972 
MGBGT bodyshell with an accident 
damaged RV8 as the donor of all 
mechanical and interior parts. It's finished in 
Dodge Viper Blue (metallic). 
 

Typhoon pilot’s MG visits his 
memorial in France 

Last winter Dennis Wharf’s friends Brian and 
Julie Nuth purchased a one owner 1969 
MGBGT as the owner had died some six 
months earlier at a good age, but with no 
descendants interested in taking the car 
over. Nothing unusual in that except the 
car's one owner was a former Typhoon pilot 
from WW2, Roy Crane, who is honoured for 
his bravery in the French village of Noyers-
Bocage in France. 
   Flight lieutenant Roy Crane was featured 
in a BBC documentary some years ago 
which told the story of the Typhoon pilots 
who took such a leading role in the D-Day 
landings in 1944, and then the push that 
followed across mainland Europe. Roy was 
in fact eventually shot down and although he 
managed to bale out, somewhat annoyingly 
he landed in a Nazi SS stronghold - as he 
said, "it just wasn't my day". Lucky not to be 
shot however, he spent the last few 
remaining months of the war in the notorious 
Colditz prison camp before the allies arrived 
to liberate the inmates. On learning about 

this Dennis suggested to Brian that it might 
be interesting to drive over to the French 
memorial site and unite the car with its 
previous owner’s memorial. 
   The tour over to France proved to be 
thoroughly enjoyable and most interesting, 
and the destination extremely attractive. 
Both cars – Dennis with his MGBGTV8 and 
Brian with the MGBGT - performed 
faultlessly, never missing a beat during the 
1,000 mile return journey to Noyers-Bocage 
covering some impressive mileages on two 
of the days.  Of interest the V8 only 
consumed an additional 4 litres (a little less 
than less than a gallon) of super unleaded 
98 octane when compared with the fuel 
used by the four cylinder car over the entire 
continental part of the tour proving, if it were 
ever in doubt, what a superbly economical 
grand touring car the V8 actually is. 
   The 1969 MGBGT has only covered 
55,000 miles from new and remains 
remarkably original, so much so that it was 
still on its original Pirelli Cinturatos when 
Brian collected it!  Taken to Beers for a 
complete recommissioning, Malcolm Beer 
was also quite impressed by the originality 
of the car, agreeing that MGBs rarely come 
along in such an unmolested condition 
today.  Roy Crane also owned a 1976 Lotus 
Esprit from new, which had covered just 
21,000 miles. Both cars were sold last 
December.  
   Apart from one misty morning we had 
bright sunshine all the way, the only 
negative being the inevitable hold ups on 
the M20/M25, both outward and on our 
return, requiring Dennis to make long 
detours to avoid the fifteen miles of road 
works on the M25.  Fortunately Brian and 
Julie live in north Norfolk, so had an easier 
run on the M11 once clear of the M25. 
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Aircon recharge on an RV8 

After good use of his ex Japan RV8 for 16 
years, David Allen found the air conditioning 
system failed to produce cool air. Here he 
explains how he found a convenient way to 
have the system checked and recharged.  
   The RV8NOTES don’t seem to have 
anything on this specific issue so I phoned 
around for companies who could do a check 
of the system and refill with refrigerant if that 
was the problem. I hoped for nothing worse! 
   There are several companies offering this 
service and after talking to all of them I 
chose Kwik Fit, the chain of workshops in 
the UK who do replacement tyres and 
batteries and now offer aircon services too. I 
found Kwik Fit do the aircon job at several, 
but not all of their branches, so I went to 
Kwik Fit in Peterborough and they did the 
work in one hour for a standard price, £49 - 
and provided an excellent service.  
   The system was drained down and then 
put on a permanent vacuum for 10 minutes 

to check the seal tightness. When this 
showed the system was tight they refilled 
with the appropriate quantities of gas and 
the oil and checked the operation of the 
system as well as explaining to me what 
they had checked and what had been done. 
They also advised me to run the system 
regularly for short periods even in the winter, 
to keep the seals lubricated. The mechanics 
were courteous, technically competent and 
had a good customer approach. I could not 
recommend them more highly to any RV8 
owner wanting a similar job done. 
   During my visit to Kwik Fit I found the RV8 
is not on their system, but the 1990’s Range 
Rover 4.0 litre is, which is essentially the 
same engine. However the air conditioning 
system for the RV8 is a special system that 
is unique to that vehicle and is much smaller 
than that in the Range Rover or Discovery. 
   The re-fill machine illustrated alongside 
has a file of data for all models and gives a 
printout of the specification and quantities of 
the oil and refrigerant charge required for 
each model, but the data does not include 
the RV8. For the RV8 the recharge 
specification is:  
Refrigerant type:  R134a 
Gas quantity;  700 gr 
Oil type;   PAG46 
Oil quantity;  140 ml 
   Geoff Insley, who gave a presentation on 
aircon systems at the V8 Anniversary Day in 
May, notes “both high and low pressure 
ports are connected during the re-charge 
process because both should be used in the 
vacuuming part in case the expansion valve 
is closed – that will ensure both sides of the 
system will be evacuated.” Geoff adds 
“although only the high pressure port need 
be connected during the re-introduction of 
gas, both gauges must be used (so both 
ports need to be connected) to check the 
proper functioning of the system after the re-
gas. There would be no point in 
disconnecting and reconnecting the low 
pressure port.” 
 

Source of the aircon equipment 
on an RV8 

The source of the aircon system in the RV8 
is mentioned in MG V8, the recently 
published book from David Knowles (see 
pages 173 and 178) where he notes David 
Keene went to Japan and worked with 
Unicla who made air conditioning systems 
for small Japanese vehicles. Nic Houslip 
says Unicla is now Singapore based and 
supplies compressors for many European 
brands.  
   Nic has also found the original Unicla 
compressor that was created for the RV8, 
part number UPS105, is no longer available, 

but he has been in contact with them and 
heard it is possible to substitute a standard 
UP90 compressor, but modification in the 

form of removing a redundant fourth lug is 
required. At this stage Nic does not have 
details of that adaption of a UP90 as a 
replacement unit for the RV8 but he feels 
that in the event it should be necessary to 
change a compressor using a UP90 it 
should be obvious how to make the 
adaption.  
   Nic also had confirmation from Unicla that 
the oil specification in the RV8 compressor 
is PAG46 (the same as recommend for the 

Range Rover), although the quantity is only 
140 ml, rather than the 150 ml required on 
the Range Rover.  
   Nic Houslip mentioned that “the most 
common reason for loss of the gas charge is 
non-use of the system, so the usual practice 
is to ensure that the system is switched on 
regularly, preferably weekly while the engine 
is running so that the shaft seals in the 
compressor are lubricated by the oil and 
stay gastight.” He adds “running aircon on 
any car on any day that is above freezing is 
a really good idea, it dries the incoming air 
and thus helps demist the windows and 
dries out the upholstery. There might be 
complaints from lady passengers about dry 
skin or dry lips if you use aircon all the time.” 
On recent vehicles the aircon is on all the 
time by default and can only be changed so 
you have no air conditioning by selecting 
economy mode when the compressor is off.  
   Geoff Insley runs a business installing 
aircon systems and at his presentation at 
the V8 Anniversary Day he showed how he 
had installed a system very neatly in a V8. 
Any member with aircon difficulties is 
welcome to contact Geoff for advice. 
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V8 Anniversary Day 
The well attended day was packed with 
eight presentations on a variety of topics of 
interest to both V8 and RV8 owners together 
with a talk by David Knowles at the launch of 
his new MG V8 book. Here we have a series 
of brief reports on each presentation during 
the day. A recording of the presentations 
was made by Gavin Bailey who is working to 
produce a DVD which will be available to 
fellow V8 Register members who were 
unable to attend the event. Further news of 
the release of that DVD will be made as 
soon as it becomes available - see 
www.v8register.net/sf/more.htm   
   David Knowles’ new book MG V8 was 
launched with the support of Hannah 

Shakespeare from the publisher Crowood 
following an entertaining talk on MG around 
the MG V8 production. The 90 signed 
copies of his book have proved very popular 
with fellow V8 enthusiasts keen to have a 
personalised copy of the book. An award of 
a bottle of champagne might well have 
proved useful as he had stopped off to give 
his talk on his way to a significant wedding 
anniversary celebration further west in 
Oxfordshire! 
   The concerns with ethanol fuel with 
classic cars were reviewed in talks by Nic 

Houslip and Tony Lake with their focus on 
alternative fuel hose materials and clamps. 
The conclusions were: upgrade all fuel 
hoses with E10 compatible hose from fuel 
tank to carburettor, don't use unbranded 
hose, use good quality screw type hose 
clips and fill fuel tanks to the brim for 
seasonal layups to minimise the absorption 
of water. 

   Geoff Insley explained in his talk how air 
conditioning systems work and then some 

of the key features particularly with an 
installation in a classic car. Geoff referred to 
the installations in both his own V8 and in 
Gordon Hesketh-Jones’ much travelled V8 
which frequently tours in warm climates. A 
useful note providing an outline of a typical 
aircon system and installation is available on 
the V8 website via the “more” link. 
   The results of the two best mods 
surveys for the RV8 and V8 models were 

reviewed by Roger Aldridge and Victor 
Smith, standing in for Ralph Coulson. For 
the RV8 the most highly rated modifications 
were fitting new tyres, fitting the bespoke 
Spax shock absorbers and fitting poly 
suspension bushes and for the V8 replacing 
the sealed beams with a lens and halogen 
bulb upgrade, replacing the dreadful “top 
hat” battery connectors with good quality 
clamps and fitting an electronic ignition 
package like Pertronix. Whilst in many ways 
not a “modification”, a greater awareness of 
the ageing effect on tyre rubber and the 
consequent compromising effect on grip and 
handling performance has made the timing 
and choice of tyre replacement an important 
issue, particularly for RV8 enthusiasts. 
   Nic Houslip provided two useful talks on 
overheating and alternators and the day 
ended with an update on the VED 
exemption extension announced in the 

Budget statement in March 2013. 
   Charles Peers (above at Rousham House) 
very kindly provided the study centre on his 
farm near Watlington as an ideal venue for 
the anniversary event. 
 

VED exemption extension 

A surprise announcement in the Budget 
support document released by HM Treasury 
shortly after the Budget statement in March 
2013 was an extension to the cut-off date for 
classic vehicles qualifying for exemption 
from Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) by one 
year. From 1st April 2014 you should be 
able to tax your vehicle in the 'historic 
vehicle' tax class if it was built before 1st 
January 1974. Then you will not have to pay 
vehicle tax (VED), but you must still go 
through the process of "taxing" it every year 
and displaying a "nil value" tax disc.  
   So the question is when was your car 
built? The key piece of information you 

need is the "build date" and not the date of 
first registration which is the date usually 
recorded on the V5C, the Vehicle 
Registration Document. Of course if you 
have a V8 with a V5C which shows it was 
first registered on or before 31st December 
1973 you would qualify. DVLA form INF34 
also indicates that in some cases, where the 
build was underway before the year end but 
completed on or before 7th January 1974, 
those cars may also qualify. 
   The production of chrome bumpered V8s 
ran from the early development cars in late 
1972 through to the start of production in 
1973 in preparation for the launch of the 
model in August 1973. Then production of 
the chrome bumpered models ran on into 
1974 so the cut-off date for the new VED 
exemption of 1st January 1974 is right in the 
middle of the chrome bumpered V8 
production run.  
   How can you check the build date for 

your car and if your car was built in 1973, 
then how can you apply for Historic Vehicle 
status and the VED exemption? You can 
make a preliminary search using an online 
check available on the V8 website but to 
support your claim for Historic Vehicle status 
you will need an authoritative BMIHT 
certificate from the  British Motor Industry 
Heritage Trust who have the manufacturer’s 
original production records. That shows two 
dates and the Certificates Officer at BMIHT 
has confirmed the “Build Date” for the V8 
model is the second date which from the V8 
Register records we believe is the “Date 
through Paint Finishing”. So at that stage 
the car is considered “built”.   
   Currently you have to apply for Historic 
Vehicle status in person at your DVLA local 
office but those offices are expected to be 
closed by December 2013. So the concern 
is the period of transition and adjustment at 
DVLA in the first quarter of 2014 may extend 
to April 2014 when there will inevitably be a 
major surge in applications for Historic 
Vehicle status and VED exemption.   

http://www.v8register.net/sf/more.htm
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V8 Anniversary at MGLive! 
The Glacier White V8 on display in the 
Club’s Main Marquee at Silverstone was 
provided by George Eagle who lives not far 
from the circuit. He acquired the V8 in 2012 
from Douglas Griffin, who had owned the car 
from new and had been an enthusiastic 
member of the V8 Register for many years.  
   The V8 Marquee was a welcoming place 

for many V8 enthusiasts to meet up in over 
the weekend and enjoy tea and coffee with 

homemade cakes. At times it was packed 
with new members receiving a particularly 
warm welcome. It was also a welcome 
refuge from the cold winds that often blow 
across the former airfield at Silverstone! 
   Walter Kallenberg made his 35

th
 visit to 

the Club’s annual meeting at Silverstone 
with Brigitte driving over from Essen. Former 
V8 Chairman David Waterton joined David 
Biddle to be at MGLive! on the Sunday. 
   The V8 AGM on Sunday was well 

attended by V8 members and saw the 
election of a new V8 Committee for the 
coming year together with the award of the 
V8 trophies. The Geoff Allen Cup went to 
our Club membership secretary Liz 
Allsworth for her good support with our 
recruiting new members, the Ian Lloyd Cup 
went to Victor Rodrigues, the V8 Register’s 
active contact in Switzerland who was over 
for MGLive!, and the Chris Dodds Award 
went to Ian Quarrington for his hard work as 
a Club director and now Vice Chairman. 
 

V8 Two Day Highland Tour 

Many members have booked a place for the 
short two day tour based at the Dundonnell 
Hotel on Little Loch Broom just south of 
Ullapool the Northwest Highlands. The tour 
runs from Dalwhinnie on the A9 through to 
Spean Bridge, Invergarry, Strathcarron and 
then on round the stunning Wester Ross 
coastal route to Dundonnell. The second 
day will visit the area north of Ullapool called 
Assynt. The aim of the tour is to see places 
many visitors to the Highlands might miss – 
like the brochs near Glenelg – and enjoy 
both the stunning scenery and the Scottish 
hospitality at many teashops, pubs and 
hotels on the way. The routes described in 
the three Memorable MG Routes published 
in Safety Fast! this year cover the two days.  
   Further news of the V8 Anniversary events 
is at: www.v8register.net/a35/anni.htm  
 

 
V8 Anniversary lunch 

The lunch will be at the White Horse at 
Woolstone on Thursday 19

th
 September. 

Many of the BMH tour party that morning will 
join other V8 members for an informal light 
lunch from around 12.45am. The bar menu 
has proved ideal on previous visits. All Club 
members are welcome. Woolstone is at the 
foot of the scarp slope on the north side of 
the Ridgeway on the Berkshire Downs near 
the White Horse on the hillside near 
Uffington. This event will conclude the V8 
Anniversary year celebrating both the 
launch of the V8 model in 1973 and the 
formation of the V8 Register in 1978. 

http://www.v8register.net/a35/anni.htm

