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Tax-exempt process for cars built
in 1973

Since the Budget in March 2013 we have
known a car built in 1973 will become road
tax exempt from 1st April 2014 and at last
the procedure for getting the taxation class
changed from PLG to "Historic" for an
eligible car and applying for a NIL value disc
has been obtained from DVLA. The key
point to note is that unless you take action to
apply for "Historic" status for an eligible car,
an application for a road tax disc will not
automatically result in your receiving a free
disc, or "NIL value" disc as it is known.

To change the taxation class to "Historic"
you will need to obtain a DVLA road tax
application form V10 and complete the
details ensuring you state the car is
"Historic" in the section for the tax class.
You will also need your red V5C (UK
Registration Certificate) and in section
headed “Changes to Current Vehicle” you
need to enter "Historic" in the taxation class
box. You will see the footnote is now out of
date where it says "the tax class shown in
section 4 can only be changed when taxing.
Please apply to your nearest DVLA local
office" because the DVLA local offices
closed at the end of 2013. So these
applications now go to DVLA Swansea.
Your application will need to enclose your
current MOT certificate. DVLA has access to
records of motor insurance. If your car was
registered after 31st December 1973 but
built before that date then you will also need
to provide evidence of the build date.

What evidence can | provide as proof of
the build date?

Our recommended document is a Heritage
certificate issued by the British Motor
Industry Heritage Trust (BMIHT) at Gaydon
which holds the MG production archives. In
an earlier contact with the archivist at the
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BMHIT he indicated that the date accepted
by DVLA as the "built" date for a Factory
MGBGTVS is the "Date through paint
finishing". This date is shown on the
Heritage certificates BMIHT produces as the
“pbuild date”. The certificate also shows
production numbers and data for individual
cars. Those Heritage certificates bear the
BMIHT seal to authenticate them. Details of
the various Heritage certificates and how
you can purchase one online are available
in the Archive Services section of the BMHIT
website.

The V8 Register can provide a useful
indication of the "build date" for your V8
from a handmade copy of the Factory
production control records made by the late
Geoff Allen in the last weeks before the MG
Plant finally closed. He made the copy as he
was concerned the original records might be
binned and lost for ever. As it was a
handwritten copy we cannot guarantee the
accuracy of the data in every case but so
far, from the checks made comparing that
data with the information on several
Heritage certificates from BMHIT Gaydon,
there were no signs of serious variances in
key dates like the "Date through paint
finishing". So for the modest charge of only
£5 you can buy a Factory records search for
your V8 online at our V8 Grapevine website.

Difficulties experienced with the DVLA

A number of V8 members have reported
difficulties with the procedure for applying for
both a tax class change from PLG to Historic
and a NIL value tax disc for an eligible car
even with a covering letter stating it was to
apply from 1st April 2014. My application
made with a V10, V5C, MOT and insurance
certificates and a Heritage certificate
certifying the car was built in December
1973 went off to DVLA by registered post on
21st February 2014. To my surprise the

whole package of documents was returned
to me by post on 5th March 2014 with an
extraordinary covering letter saying “your
vehicle cannot be taxed in the historic class
because it has been given a "Q" registration
number. A "Q" registration number is given
to a vehicle when the date of the vehicle
was manufactured could not be established.
Only vehicles manufactured before 1st
January 1973 qualify for the historic tax
class.” This “bounce back” of my application
was despite the DVLA website stating on a
webpage headed "Vehicles exempt from
vehicle tax" that "Historic vehicles - You
don't have to pay vehicle tax on vehicles
made before 1 January 1974 (known as
‘historic vehicles')."

Naturally | telephoned DVLA and after
some 10 minutes navigating a variety of
options and having to restart the telephone
process twice, | got through to a lady who
said my application for a tax class change to
Historic had been made too soon even
though my covering letter specifically
mentioned the application was for the period
from 1st April 2014! She recommended
sending the whole package again on 17th
March 2014 to avoid the "bounce back"
response used by some DVLA tax disc
processing staff.

A prudent step is to take good quality
photocopies of each original document you
send off to DVLA with your tax class change
application so you can retain them as
evidence, not least the V5C and insurance
certificate. In both cases obtaining
duplicates is costly. More information at:
www.v8register.net/sf/more.htm

Successful Stoneleigh show

The new format for the annual MG Show at
Stoneleigh on Sunday 2nd March combined
the MGs with Triumphs and produced a
well-attended event with four halls of
exhibitors. There were many visitors and in
fact they were arriving until after lunchtime
and some commented the show might
usefully have run over the two days. The
show is always one of the first events in the
year which combines an opportunity to meet
many MG enthusiasts from the UK and
overseas with the fascination of browsing
the stalls and seeking out a wide range of
parts and spares. Victor Rodrigues (Swiss-
MGV8/IG) was over from Switzerland with a
brief from a fellow MG enthusiast in Portugal
to find an MG TC air cleaner - and sure
enough he found one. Heinz Miller, a Swiss
MG service and restoration specialist, had
driven over from Zurich with RV8 enthusiast
Eric Pfandler to collect spares at the event.
Our V8 Secretary Debbie Brading was on
the Club stand supporting the Club Office
staff recruiting new members.
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New all-alloy Dunlop composite

lookalike replacement V8 wheels
New 14” replacement wheels with an alloy
centre and a highly polished alloy rim (left
above) are available from Clive Wheatley
mgv8parts. They are produced with the
distinctive faceted feature of the wheel
centre of the original Dunlop composite
wheel (right above) to make a wheel which
looks so close to the original yet is a strong
wheel too. Clive says “the highly polished
finish of the rim of the new wheel looks just
like the chromed rim of the original Dunlop
wheel. These wheels are made by a
specialist in the West Midlands with over 24
years’ experience of manufacturing alloy
wheels including high performance wheels
for motor racing customers.”

The all-alloy wheels are nano coated to
provide protection from the potentially
damaging effects of road spray, particularly
on the alloy rims. As with many alloy wheels,
the manufacturer recommends washing the
wheels when they are coated with a film of
road spray. Most V8 enthusiasts with the
standard Dunlop composite wheels would
do that in any case but with alloys it is
particularly desirable they are not left with a
coating of road film.

These wheels are also available as 15
inch diameter, rather than the original 14”,
which allows a larger brake calliper to be
fitted and the Hoyle front and rear
suspension upgrades too. With 175 or
185/65 R15 tyres the rolling circumference is
a little less than with the original 175 80 R14
tyre, so at 65mph on the speedo the actual
speed is a little lower at 62.2 and 63.6mph
respectively.

The new all-alloy replacement V8 wheels
make good financial sense too because
serious rust can set in on the chromed steel
rims of the original Dunlop composite
wheels. Refurbishment is possible by a very
few specialists, but is expensive.
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Occasionally a set of these original wheels
comes up for sale but they are not easy to
find these days. So if you want to retain the
originality with a set of original Dunlop
wheels, surely one of the key characteristics
of the model, you need to make a careful
check of the wheels for deep rust pitting on
the chrome rims when buying a factory V8
because badly pitted rims cannot be re-
chromed properly.

These new all-alloy replacement V8
wheels cost £320 each plus VAT and
carriage which compares favourably with the
cost of refurbishing original Dunlop
composite V8 wheels which is typically
between £350 and £400 a wheel. Clive also
includes a free set of wheel centre cones
and MG badges with a set of four of these
new all-alloy wheels.

The new all alloy wheels are technically a
three part wheel with an alloy centre and
two alloy rim sections (outer and inner).
Should you damage the outer rim edge
scuffing up on a kerb edge then a new alloy
replacement can be fitted restoring the
wheel to a good condition again.
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More information on these wheels and the
comparative rolling circumferences for a
couple of tyre choices for the 15” wheel,
see: www.v8register.net/sf/more.htm

Classics on the Common

Our V8 Secretary Debbie Brading reports
she has heard the popular Classics on the
Common event on Harpenden Common will
be held on Wednesday 30th July 2014 from
2pm. The event website and application
forms were expected to be available in
March. If you are interested in meeting up
with fellow V8 members please contact
Debbie Brading.
www.v8register.net/contacts.htm

RV8 relay for the indicators
available again

lan Quarrington has a colleague in Japan
with an RV8 who has been trying to find a
replacement flasher unit or relay but found it
could not be found in Japan or from the
usual sources in the UK. Well the good
news is the RV8 relay GFU2208 (often
called the flasher unit) is now available
again. CliveWheatley mgv8parts has had a
batch made by a specialist manufacturer in
the West Midlands and they are in stock
now. The current price is £11.50 plus VAT
and P&P.

Safety concerns with ZT260V8
suspension link

Just occasionally a safety issue crops up
which both commercial classic car
magazines and specialist groups like the V8
Register feel need good publicity so fellow
enthusiasts exposed to the risk can be
informed of any necessary precautionary
checks and remedial work. Mike Howlett
spotted an article in MG Enthusiast
magazine by Malcolm Robertson, a
ZT260V8 enthusiast in Australia, who
discovered some maintenance jobs are not
optional and should not be delayed. His
experience with a failure of a weld on a
radius arm on the rear subframe is a
sobering reminder that this type of issue
needs to be dealt with promptly.

Looking at the broken link he could see
the original welding was minimal so he
removed all four links and took them to a
welding expert who made sure the new
welds were far stronger commenting “they
will never break again!”

...So we contacted the MGE editor, Simon
Goldsworthy, who very promptly and kindly
confirmed that both MGE as publisher and
Malcolm Robertson as author of the article
were pleased to grant permission to the V8
Register to reproduce the article.
www.v8register.net/sf/more.htm
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New 124mph V8 launched at the

1973 Motor Show at Earls Court
A video clip was spotted on the web with a
report of the 1973 Motor Show at Earls
Court in London when the new MGB GT V8
was launched. The “smooth Arthur Daley”
voice-over on the video accompanied by
jaunty music is a real period piece together
with his comments about the "window
dressing more or less as before!" Glamour
on the stands and women posing over the
cars was a feature of motor shows in those
less PC conscious times. David Knowles
kindly provided several 'screen shots' of the
V8s from the video, noting "the first is of
Citron 798 on display on a ramp with the
logo "the new 124mph MGB GT V8", the
second is Aconite 799 (which was on the BL
group stand) and finally there was a brief
sight of the early press car in the rare body
colour Limeflower bearing the registration
plate HOH 901L". That colour is just a shade
lighter than Harvest Gold which featured on
many more cars in the production run of
both chrome and rubber bumper cars.
Limeflower 118 is seen on the video clip
travelling at speed through what seems to
be Woodcote Corner at Silverstone,
presumably at a press event at the time of
the launch of the model.

David adds "there is a reference to Lord
Stokes in the voice-mentioning the V8 which
| have transcribed - it says: "the uprated
MGB GT V8 with a top speed of 124 miles
an hour. Lord Stokes’s answer to the foreign
car invasion at that time is that our cars are
as good as any in the world, and our spares
more readily available.” David comments
"today it might seem funny to especially
boast about spares availability, unless you
felt that your products would be going wrong
a great deal!"
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You can see the video via a link on our
webpage providing additional information on
items in this V8 Newsletter at
www.v8register.net/sf/more.htm

V8 Northumberland Tour 2014
This year's V8 Tour is in Northumberland,
over the long weekend of Friday 19th to
Monday 22nd September an area rich in
history and stunning countryside and
coastland. It has a great deal to offer the
visitor and the routes are a pleasure for MG
enthusiasts. The V8 Tour will be based at
the four star Holiday Inn at the village of
Seaton Burn, about six miles north of
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, with easy access
from the Al or A19. The tour organisers,
Richard and Victoria Withington, have
secured very favourable rates for the V8
members - early booking is recommended.
Three places of particular interest feature in
the tour programme,
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Cragside, a National Trust gem, is a
Victorian Mansion with fine buildings and
antiques, but it will also appeal to engineers
as it was the first house in the World lit by
hydro-electric power and has many
ingenious devices. It was the home of the
great engineer-industrialist, William
Armstrong, founder of the Armstrong-
Whitworth manufacturing empire. For
garden lovers the house is on a steep slope
and has one of the finest rock gardens in
Europe as well as fine Victorian formal
gardens and picturesque walks.

For a taste of Northumberland's history
and mining heritage there is a visit to
Woodhorn Museum near Ashington based
in original colliery buildings with a stunning
new building inspired by the monster coal
cutting machines once used underground.
Its entertaining and interactive displays
show life in this former mining community.

Hexham Abbey is a visit planned for
Monday where there has been a church on
the site for over 1300 years since
Etheldreda, Queen of Northumbria, made a
grant of lands to Wilfrid, Bishop of York
€.674. Henry VIl dissolved the monasteries
but the abbey survived by converting to be
the parish church of St Andrew, Hexham.

Swiss-MGV8/IG weekend at les
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The Swiss-MGV8/IG group have another of
their popular events over the long weekend
of Friday 26" to Monday to Sunday 28th
September based at the four star Eurotel
Victoria hotel in the middle of the wonderful
Swiss Alps with magnificent panoramic
views, vineyards and the Castle of Aigle.
Many V8 members will recall the wonderful
Swiss V8 event at Morges on Lac Leman in
2012 with the stunning evening views
across the lake to Mont Blanc in the
distance.
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LED lights conversion

Fitting LED bulbs as a direct replacement for
the original filament bulbs results in a
brighter more intense light than a filament
bulb and a significantly lower power
consumption too. Typical figures are 0.07a
for a 5w equivalent bulb and 0.21a for a 21w
equivalent bulb, a useful benefit with an
ageing wiring loom. The bulbs use Light
Emitting Diodes (LED) and most of the bulbs
supplied by Classic Dynamo & Regulator
Conversions use an LED called an SMD
(surface mount diode) to emit a brighter
more intense light than a filament bulb. They
light instantly and have no filament to "blow".
They are also good with vibration.

Side light bulbs

A white BA15S LED bulb is a direct
replacement for a standard parallel pin 5w
filament bulb GLB989. It shines white
outwards and is a direct replacement ultra-
low power consumption bulb. They are
currently £12 a pair.

Combined stop and tail lamps

A red BAY15d LED bulb is a direct
replacement for a standard 21/5w stop/tail
filament bulb GLB380. The LED bulb has an
excellent light spread. It has a 15mm cap
with staggered pins and two contacts both
being live. The cap body is the earth. This
bulb is used in lamps where the bulb faces
outward. They are currently £15 a pair.

Reverse lamps

A white BA15S 12V 21w LED is a direct
replacement for a standard 18 OR 21w
filament bulb BFS272. This bulb is used in
lamps where the bulb faces outwards. They
are currently £15 a pair.

Bulbs for flashing indicators

An amber BA15S 12V 21w LED bulb is a
direct replacement for a standard 21w
indicator filament bulb GLB382. It is an ultra
-low power consumption LED bulb which
provides a bright amber light behind a clear
or amber lens so it can restore colour to
faded amber lenses. This bulb is used in
lamps where the bulb faces outwards. They
are currently £15 a pair.
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LED compatible flasher unit

You will need an LED compatible flasher
unit to flash LED bulbs. These direct
replacement units will flash up to a 1- 30
watts load at the legal flash rate. They are
not load sensitive unlike standard flasher
units. Available in 2 or 3 terminal units, they
are currently £9.95 each.

Dashboard panel bulbs

Available as LED bulbs — the BA9s is a 4w
9mm bayonet type with a 140 degree light
spread and is a direct replacement for the
2.2w filament bulb GLB987. It replaces
parallel pin dash panel filament bulbs and is
the same size as original bulbs. They are
currently £5 a pair. Also available are MES
screw in bulbs. Currently £4 a pair.

Number plate illumination

An LED bulb is a direct replacement for
original filament bulbs — the 5w GLB207
(early cars) and the 4w BFS233 (later cars).
They are currently £6.95 and £2.95 each
respectively.

These LED bulbs are supplied by a
specialist company, Classic Dynamo &
Regulator Conversions with a 10 year
guarantee — see them online at
www.dynamoregulatorconversions.com or
call on 01522 730193 OPTION 2

Can LEDs be used on an MGV8?
Lighting on the MGB ranges from barely
adequate to adequate when measured
against modern cars, but MGV8 enthusiast
Roger Parker says it is not enough to state
simply ‘this is the way the cars are’ as the
reality is we drive amongst today’s traffic .
With comparatively weak lighting we can
become ‘invisible’ to many drivers. That
could be to our cost.

When you see many superb classic cars
leaving an event and it is dark and often
raining, Roger worries that all may not make
it. Looking at them driving away you see
their rear lights disappear, often long before
you lose sight of the car, which on a modern
car is just the reverse. That begs serious
guestions about visual safety.

Roger has a book coming out later this
year which covers vehicle lighting
regulations. He notes that until 1969 the
MGB, MGC and Midget shared a common
rear lamp that has a soft output from the tail
light, but better with the brake light and
indicator. This was clearly seen as a
problem by MG because for the 1970 model
year a more angular lens design was
introduced which projects more light even
though the bulb and reflector is the same.
Some years ago he changed his 1968 car’s
rear lights for the post 1970 type for safety
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reasons, but has always been looking for
other ways of improving the rear lights.

Now what follows is specifically related to
UK road traffic law, but it is likely that other
countries, especially in the EU, will have
similar local legislation and as such any
recommendation here relates to the UK.
Owners outside the UK are advised to check
their local legislation before following suit.
Fortunately for the MGB family of cars only
the RV8 is heavily restricted in that all lamps
on cars first used after 1st April 1986 have
to use traditional ‘filament bulbs’ and these
have to be approved and carry ‘approval
marks’. So how do so many newer cars
now legally use LED and HID lamps | hear
you ask? Simple really as these cars pass
European Type Approval requirements and
are certified as such so any car that has
European Type approval can’t be refused to
be registered in the UK (or elsewhere in the
EU) and the approval overrides the existing
legislation for all other cars.

So what about the majority of the MGB
family of cars first used before 1st April
19867 Well the UK Road Vehicle Lighting
Regulations cover all lamps with various
requirements after various cut off dates.
Cars first used after those dates must
comply with various requirements as listed
in the many schedules in those Regulations.

Below is a brief listing of the cut off dates
after which all lamps must have approval
marks and that currently means using
approved filament bulbs carrying that
approval.

Front side lamps
Rear side lamps
Brake lamps
Direction indicators
Headlamps dip/main
beam

Front fog lamps
Rear fog lamps

1st January 1972
1st January 1974
1st February 1974
1st April 1986

1st April 1986

1st April 1986

no cut-off date so
always need
approval marks
1st April 1986
1st April 1986

Reverse lamps
Number plate lamps

What this means is those types of light on
cars ‘first used’ before those dates are not
required to have approval marks so that can
open the door to alternative lighting sources
such as LED and HID Xenon. However
other requirements still apply such as
wattage, colour of light, angles of visibility,
fitted position and so on, but most
importantly that no lamp shall cause dazzle
to other road users. Many readers will feel
so many modern cars’ lights do seriously
dazzle other drivers. So for MGBs, MGCs
and Midgets LED replacement bulbs are an
available lighting upgrade option.
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