These RV8 Parts Notes have been compiled from various sources, not least the useful postings on the V8 Bulletin
Board with RV8 parts news and from the RV8 Workshop Notes series of spares and maintenance tips contributed by
members of the V8 Register. The aim of these RV8 Parts Notes is to monitor the availability of replacement parts and
service kits for the RV8 model, identify where parts are difficult to obtain or no longer available, report on parts which
have been re-sourced by specialist RV8 parts suppliers and identify any suitable alternative parts. The RV8 Parts Notes
also provide reports on where RV8 parts can be obtained as original MG Rover parts, re-sourced original equipment
and remanufactured parts and any alternative parts.

RV8 Parts News
We have regular online news reports of RV8 parts
availability and prices. See our webpage

Take care with some recommendations for
alternative replacement parts for the RvV8
Whilst the lure of “cheap prices” for replacement parts
from various sources is a natural attraction for many
classic car enthusiasts, it is essential the parts are
suitable for the RV8. The first consideration is to
check the part is in fact suitable for the application
and then assess how that quality compares with that
of the original part supplied and fitted by MG Rover. In
some cases we have seen replacement RV8 parts
are of a better quality when re-sourced by a specialist
RV8 spares and service trader from a reputable
manufacturer, for example Spal cooling fans, but with
a few parts the quality has not been so good. In some
cases a recommended alternative part has in fact
needed machining to fit the RV8. Also take care with recommendations which are hedged with “probably” or “might” as
this can lead to uncertainty. Clearly the value for money judgement is made by considering quality and reliability
together with price. Another important factor is reliability of the supplier in terms of their service standards and parts
warranties.

Full service specialist RV8 parts suppliers need encouraging

Encouraging established “full service specialist RV8 parts suppliers” to stock a full range of replacement parts for the
MGBV8 and RV8 models has been an aim of the V8 Register since it was formed in 1978. The reason is that with
limited production models the long term availability of spares for the MGBV8 and RV8 models depends on the
commitment of those specialist suppliers to stock a full range of parts and equally important to use their best efforts to
re-source them when they become no longer available. That means they will inevitably carry many items in stock many
of which there is a low demand but when a V8 enthusiast needs such a part then to find it readily available from a full
service spares supplier is a real blessing! The spares re-sourcing process involves a great deal of hard work by those
parts suppliers and more to the point a great deal of investment in tooling and then holding stock - in fact usually holding
quite large amounts of stock as the economics of producing parts often requires a substantial batch to be made.

Guide to part number prefixes — how does the Rover and MG part numbers system work?

In RV8 Workshop Note 111 Roger Parker tried to throw a little light on what is not a simple and cut and dried subject.
His final comment is “whether you have a knowledge of the parts numbering system or not, you still need to have a
helpful person at the parts counter!”

The parts numbering system does provide a possible insight to the origin of the parts used on the RV8. Some parts are
specific to the car whilst most are sourced from the former Rover Group parts bin - both Rover and Land Rover. This
has become even more important with major upheavals in recent years - the demise of MG Rover following which MG
Rover was sold to the Chinese industrial group SAIC and later the sale of Land Rover to Tata Motors, an Indian motor
group. The MG Rover parts operation went to CAT but later the RV8 parts stocks were taken over by the specialist MG
parts and service provider, Brown & Gammons at Baldock in Hertfordshire. So B&G are a good supplier to contact for
RV8 parts and spares, together with another RV8 spares and service provider Clive Wheatley mgv8parts near
Bridgnorth in Shropshire, however a part you may need for an RV8 may still be obtained from a Land Rover dealer.
Spares availability will only get more complicated with time! The first point Roger makes is that the parts numbering
system is always evolving and so part numbers found today may be completely different to those shown on a parts slide
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or manual from say 1994. However it should always be possible for a good specialist parts department to follow a
supercession listing from the earlier part number to the current one.

The RV8 had quite a large number of specific parts created for that model. Some were totally individual whilst others
were very close to parts previously used on MGB models. These parts invariably had a ZKC prefix and the RV8 is the
only vehicle we know that used those listed parts. A number of parts used on the RV8 were lifted straight from the MGB
and these carry the prefix 27H, 37H, AHH, BHH and similar prefixes. This indicates that these parts have been used in
an unmodified form from the MGB application — for example the front suspension lower pivot arms.

Since the engine and gearbox has Rover roots, it follows that there are mostly Rover type part numbers prefixes here.
These include ETC, FTC, ERR, ERC, FRC, RTC and many where there is just a six figure number. There are common
generic prefixes that cover certain types of part such as GRH for coolant hoses, GCC for clutch covers, GCP for clutch
plates, GHB for hub bearings, GBP for brake pads and so on. These are mostly the “consumable” type of component
that has a shorter service life than most parts in the car. Finally there are instances of spares with origins in the old
Austin Rover period with the ADU prefix, and then there are many cases where two letter prefixes cover screws, fixings,
nuts and bolts. In terms of the number of parts for the RV8, there are some 2,000 odd entries for individual part numbers
on the RV8 parts slides, but this also includes double entries where a specific part is displayed in more than one
section. So is it any clearer? Whether you have knowledge of the parts numbering system or not, you will still need to
have a helpful parts person at the spares counter!!
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