Memorable MG Routes

Places to visit — check opening times

Attadale Gardens

Beautiful private gardens by Loch Carron
are open to the public with a DIY tearoom.
Tel: 01520 722603

http://www.attadalegardens.com
Postcode: 1V54 8YX

Inverewe Gardens

This 50-acre garden, developed from 1862
by Osgood Mackenzie, is now in the care
of the National Trust for Scotland. Its exotic
plants are bursting with vibrant colour
thanks to the warm Gulf Stream currents
on the coastline. Rhododendrons from the
Himalayas, eucalyptus from Tasmania and
other species from far-flung places all
flourish here.

Tel: 0844 493 2225
www.nts.org.uk/Property/Inverewe-Garden-
Estate

Postcode: V22 2L.G

Loch Ewe

A sheltered loch with a wartime history as a
naval port of significant strategic
importance to the UK. During WW?2 it was
an assembly point for many ship convoys
headed to West Africa, North America and
those on the colloquially-termed "Arctic
Run" to Murmansk in Russia. It is still a
NATO depot with refuelling facilities. Link

Corrieshalloch Gorge

Close to Braemore Junction, a narrow,
steep sided gorge with a series of
waterfalls including the dramatic 45m Falls
of Measach which you can view from a
cantilevered platform. Link

Postcode: IV23 2PJ

Ullapool

Ullapool, founded in 1788 as a herring port
by the British Fisheries Society, was
designed by Thomas Telford with a clear
grid layout. The harbour is still the edge of
the town and is a fishing port, yachting
haven and ferry port. With plenty of shops
(including several with local woollen
garments), an excellent museum (in a
former Telford church), a stoneware factory
and shop, hotels - and most important a
petrol filling station and tea shops - it's a
welcoming place. Do ensure your fuel tank
is topped up. Link & Museum

Highland Stoneware factory

The Highland Stoneware factory and shop
at Ullapool has a selection of attractive
hand painted stoneware items.

Tel: 01571 844376
www.highlandstoneware.com

Postcode: 1IV26 2UN

www.mgcc.co.uk

Wester Ross Trail
Wester Ross is a remote, lonely and wild
area of outstanding natural beauty in the
North West Highlands between Loch
Broom and Ullapool in the north, Loch
Carron in the south, the small village of
Achnasheen in the east and the coast to
the west. The area includes beautiful lochs
like Loch Torridon with Liathach in the
heart of the huge Torridon mountain range,
Loch Maree with the Slioch and Beinn
Eighe mountain ranges and dozens of
other remote lochs in attractive glens. It's
also one of the few parts of Scotland which
still has the remains of the old Caledonian
forest. Driving around Wester Ross is an
adventure on its own with many single
track roads and breathtaking scenery with
huge mountains. So where do you start?

Well a clockwise route is probably the
most rewarding starting from Loch Alsh
then alongside Loch Carron but at the head
of the loch there is a choice — whether to
go east or west at a T junction just north of
the village of Achintee. Going east from
that junction on the A890 takes you
through the broad Strathcarron to a
roundabout before the village of
Achnasheen on the A892 (the road from
Inverness). There you turn left and head
northwest for Kinlochewe. The alternative
route going west from the T junction is via
Shieldaig, (possibly with an excursion west
to Applecross), Upper Loch Torridon and
Glen Torridon to Kinlochewe. From there
the circular route unfolds.

Strathcarron

The route starts by taking the A890 for
Strathcarron at a well signposted junction 3
miles west of Dornie on the A87 on Loch
Alsh. The route heads for Stromferry at the
narrows on Loch Carron and then hugs the
south side of the loch alongside the
Inverness to Kyle railway line. A pleasant

December 2012

refreshment break at the Carron Restaurant
with views across the loch can be combined
with a visit to the Carron Pottery & Gallery
alongside. Nearby are the beautifully
maintained private gardens at Attadale. The
route then opens up as you approach the
level crossing at Achintee and then the T
junction. Glen Carron is off to the right which
eventually opens out into a wide strath with
an excellent road — ideal for a classic MG. As
you approach the roundabout at Achnasheen
the Ledgowan Lodge Hotel is a welcome
sight. Turning left for Gairloch the route has a
spectacular vista down Glen Docherty to
Kinlochewe and on to Loch Maree.

Loch Maree

Some of the most stunning views are on the
13 mile route along the fourth largest fresh
water loch in Scotland and surely one of the
most beautiful. The loch contains five large
wooded islands and over 25 smaller ones.
The Isle Maree has the remains of a chapel,
graveyard, holy well and holy tree on it,
believed to be the 8th century hermitage of
Saint M&el Ruba who founded the monastery
of Applecross in 672. The A832, starting in
Kinlochewe, is the only road in the area and
stretches along the south side of the loch. On
the north-side of the loch the impressive
Slioch mountain casts her reflection over the
deep waters, a very steep mountain which
rises 981 metres (3,218ft) above Loch Maree.

Gairloch and Loch Ewe

Gairloch, with its busy harbour area, is a
loosely defined area of settlement with hotels
and a filling station along the shores of Loch
Gairloch. Climbing steeply from the big sandy
beaches there you reach a high point and
then drop down to the attractive village of
Poolewe at the head of Loch Ewe. In the 17th
Century it was an area around an iron
furnace utilising charcoal produced from
felling very large tracts of timber in the
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Tea shops, pubs & hotels

Carron Restaurant, Pottery & Gallery
A family run restaurant situated on the
south shore of Loch Carron specialises in
home cooked quality food. Carron Pottery
& Gallery is alongside
https://carron-restaurant.com/
https://www.carronpottery.com/
Postcode: 1V54 8YX

Ledgowan Lodge Hotel, Achnasheen

A beautiful Victorian country house hotel for
refreshment or an overnight stay.

Tel: 01445 720252
www.ledgowanlodge.co.uk/

Postcode: IV22 2EJ

The Perfume Studio - Aultbea

Has an original range of perfumes,
fragrances, skin creams, toiletries and
soaps which are sold in the gift shop and
online. Their café has spectacular views
across the loch.

Tel: 01445 731618
www.perfume-studio.com

Postcode: 1V22 2JL

Dundonnell Hotel

Comfortable accommodation and a bar with
supplies of a splendid locally brewed beer
and local live musicians on some evenings.
Petrol available too.

Tel: 01854 633204
https://www.dundonnellhotel.co.uk/
Postcode: V23 2QR

Tea by the Sea - Ullapool

A tea room and lifestyle shop with
homemade specialities like custard tarts
and rock cakes, this tea shop is an
enjoyable visit on Shore Street by the
harbour wall. More

Tel: 0843 258 9858

Postcode: 1V26 2UJ

Aultguish Inn

On a bend below the Glasgarnoch Dam, on
the A835 this welcoming inn offers
comfortable accommodation with delicious
lunches and dinners, not least their pasta
dishes.

Tel: 01997 455254

www.aultguish.co.uk

Postcode: 1V23 2PQ

Route data

Route via Ullapool ending at Inverness is
178 miles excluding the off route visits and
stops. The approximate driving time is 4.5
hrs. Full route details and additional
information are available at
www.v8register.net/mmgr/mmgr.htm

www.mgcc.co.uk

surrounding woodlands, but the operation
didn't last long because the timber
supplies rapidly became depleted! Just
outside the village is Inverewe House with
its garden developed from 1862 by
Osgood Mackenzie and now in the care of
the National Trust for Scotland.

As you approach Aultbea, the expanse
of the sea loch, with its narrow entrance
and sheltered location and relics of anti-
aircraft defences, give a clue to the
wartime history of Loch Ewe as a naval
port of significant strategic importance to
the UK. During WW2 many submarines
set off for the Atlantic Ocean from here, as
did many ship convoys headed to West
Africa, North America and those on an
"Arctic Run" to Murmansk in Russia. It is
still a NATO depot with refuelling facilities.

Gruinard Island & Little Loch Broom
Soon after passing the village of Laide you
see Gruinard Island which lies in the
centre of a large bay on your left. The
island was used for experiments using
Anthrax spores prior to WW2 and
remained out of bounds for many years
until near the end of the 1990s. Gruinard
Bay has a fantastic beach — large and
gently sloping where the sea recedes well
out into the bay at low tide. This is a
particularly relaxing spot for a beach walk.
After Gruinard Bay, the road climbs
inland again to a high point with a parking
area with wonderful views out over Little
Loch Broom to the Scoraig peninsula and
still further north towards Achiltibuie near
the Summer Isles (see alongside). It's a
perfect place for a break. The road then
falls down to the side of the loch past the
Ardessie Falls to Dundonnell with its
welcoming hotel. Passing feral goats on
the roadside, the route then winds its way
up a long hill alongside a gorge, often with
a raging river, to the Destitution Road built

during a period of hunger and hardship for
crofters in the area in the mid-1800s. From
that road the impressive sight of An Teallach
(see the previous page) and the Fannich
mountains give the area a wild feel. The road
then drops down once more to Braemore
Junction where the road joins the A835 from
Inverness to Ullapool.

Corrieshalloch Gorge

Just before you reach Braemore Junction,
look out for a layby with a long view down to
Ullapool on Loch Broom (see above) and
then a car park on your left for the
Corrieshalloch Gorge. It is well worth a stop
to take a walk down into the 200ft deep
gorge with a viewing point on a small bridge
spanning the spectacular waterfalls.

Ullapool

A diversion down a steep hill from the
junction passes the Lael Forrest takes you to
Ullapool, a busy fishing town with plenty of
shops, an excellent museum, hotels,
accommodation and petrol. There is also a
Highland Stoneware factory with a selection
of attractive handmade stoneware items. The
“Tea by the Sea” café on the seafront is well
worth a visit. If you have time the area to the
north of Ullapool, Assynt, is an extraordinary
landscape with mountains like Suilven, which
looks like a long admiral’s hat. The geology
is particularly interesting too — there are
limestone areas, unusual in the Highlands.
But returning to Braemore Junction the next
sight on the A835 is the remote Aultguish Inn
below the Glasgarnoch dam, then on to
Garve and Inverness for the A9 south.
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