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Superlative Sixties

THE MIDGET RETURNS

The arrival of the Austin-Healey Sprite was 8n opportunity for the Abingdon
team. To a great extent a cuckoo of the Healey family’s creation, it provided a
neat ry-level sports car that usefully expanded the BMC sports car range and
helped keep the Abingdon lines busy. John Thornley and Syd Enever had been
exploring ideas for such a car for a number of years, prior to the Sprite’s arrival
in May 1958, Now it was obvious that senior managament would not sanction

a second baby sports car, and 50 the noxt best solution was to develop an MG
version of the Sprita—with the Midget name, of course.

The project to create this new Midget, one featuring o sub-one-liter engine for
tho first time in decades, was twin-trackad with a face-|ift for the Sprite. Tho key
requirament for the lattar was to reshape its controversial front-and styling

Initially the two projects were saparate (ADO41 was the Sprita faca-lift, ADO47
the new Midget), but production bacame closely aligned following behind-the-scenes
communications between Abingdon and Warwick, Largely identical bodywork was
applied to both cars, such as more conventional front and rear wing lines, and a
proper boot with opening fid. Although Enever and O"Neill w key body design
People, responsible for the new ADO41/47, It was body draughtsman Denis Williams
Who taok on the bulk of th dasign work. Willlams told the author that "the
MG Midget Mark | and Sprite Mark [l ware developed using the Sprita’s original
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Design to the Fore
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THE NEW GENERATION OF MGs
Ihe integration of the NAC and SAIC interests did not take long fo b reslizse
The SAIC facility at Leamington Spa was closed and its personnel moved atross
10 Longbridge, working alongside their NAC countarparts, The first ey task wis
the development of new MG models that would sell well not onlyin Chiss, where
the public appetite for cars with a Western flavor was growing fast bet alto i
export markets, where SAIC (thanks to its own shipping line} had the clout 352
contacts to forge international success.
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