S - -

MG DISCOVERS THE V8

Continued from page 41

Since Leyland was determined to
make no panel changes, new carburetion
manifolding had to be devised. The twin
SUs are now mounted in a peculiar
fashion at the rear of the engine, with
long air pickups that look like lobster
claws going forward and down to the
exhaust manifolds to pick up warm air.
In hot weather, a bi-metal valve replaces
the hot air air cold. There are other
changes like twin electric fans instead of
the old belt-driven one.

The brakes are untouched, and I
found them very good indeed, even in a
120 mph stop.

Inside, the B looks old, certainly, but
it is still comfortable both for driver and
passenger. The cockpit, however, is

fairly confined and feels claustrophobic *

by modern standards. The rear “‘seats”
are useless for all but storing briefcases
and coats. But the boot, which you
reach through that hatch-back door, is
good.

In total, the MGB V8 is not as good a
motor car as a current Capri 3ditre,
which handles better, has the same top
speed, has more room, is considerably
quieter at high speed and costs
something like $800 less. A Reliant

Scimitar GTE is also a far better
proposition than the B at a lower price.

If the B V8 ever does make it to
Australia it will be decidedly poor value
in the face of Datsun’s 240Z and any of
the Big Three ' performance-packed
sedans or hardtops. It might have the
MG name, but it won’t be able to cope
very well at all with our touring
conditions and so the few good points it
does have will be lost.

As I was about to leave the press
release for the car, I started feeling sorry
for the MG stylists who had told me
they’d a pile of good ideas for
revamping the MGB body to really
make the V8 look good, and fresh. But
their plans were squashed by Leyland
management, who told them: just drop
in the engine, thank you very much.
How frustrated they must feel, I was
thinking.

But then I asked what they thought
of the Fiat X 1/9 design, without doubt
the production sports car of the
moment. Incredibly, the reply was that
they hadn’t even seen a photograph of
it. :

I didn’t feel sorry very much longer.
Just angry. I drove away in the V8
thinking it was just another Leyland
cock-up, but one made harder to
understand in the face of such
promising new Leyland products like
P76 and the Austin Allegro. &

MGB GT V8

Engine|s it i S e S G alloy V8
Capacity. i s s Lt L Sy 3528 cc
Compressio s e T 8.25:1
Power (DIN) . . . 137 bhp at 5000 rpm
iorque ISSCREEREGH 193 Ib/ft at 2900 rpm
Gear ratios:

ISt o ol bin e SOOI R T 3.138
2nd el SERSIRREE ttd S lh SR 1.974
Srd ns S S T R R R 1.259
Athiz b B B tRa R RS 1.00
Qverdriveif & SRt S S 0.820
Reantaxiafratiossie S S s 3.071
Mph/1000 rpm, 4th . . . . .. 23.4 mph

Overdrive . . -28.5 mph
Acceleration:

030 mph e 3.0 sec
040 Mphxfer vl s isisds =y 4.5 sec
Q50 mphi et i S S 6.4 sec
0-60; mph st el S S8 580 8.2 sec
0570 mph $9e v o SNSRI R 11.8 sec
0= S0 mphEReEs S e S 15.0 sec
0:90/mMbh S S 19.9 sec
0100 m phESTRe s e s 26.0 sec
Standing quarter-mile . . . . . . 16.4 sec
Fuel consumption overal) . . . 21.4 mpg
Dimensions:
Wheelbasegsehioiesd SEus s Ch i
iirackefron eSS N UR R TR R LD 49 in.
flirackirear et i Bl e s 49.25 in.
ength st C e 12t 10.75 in.
Widt B oo S iy siatuints 8 Gr T Rl 6 ft
Heightiesiapiote A s idio i s 4ft 2 in.
Fuel tank capacity . . ... .. 12 gallons
We igh e S alate 2 o ol 2427 b
jlEningicirele MRS e 34 ft
Wheels . . ... .. Dunlop 5J x 14 mags,
steel rims

and can arrange all insurance and road tax.

Or hire a motor caravan from our modern self-drive fleet to meet you
when you arrive in Britain. No mileage charge is made, and we can

provide full equipment.

B. TURNER (GARAGES) LTD. 1
11a Barry Road, London SE22 OHZ®

Send now for illustrated brochure.

Touring Britain?
for motor caravan purchase, re-purchase
and hire go straight to TURNERS

Purchase a new or used motor caravan from our wide selection of
leading makes. We guarantee re-purchase after your tour, if desired,

Now accelerate
your driving pleasure . . .

New Hitachi
CarRadios and
Car Stereo
Players

BARRY ROAD LONDON SE220HZ ENGLAND
016931132
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Please send illustrated literature:
IBuying O Renting [ (]
T U R N E R S [Please tick appropriate box) I
Name .
THE MOTOR CARAVAN PEOPLE (I DNIEPRSSRN 1
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Mobile sound like you've never heard. High perform-
ance radios and brilliant cassette players—8-track and
4-track. Simple controls for on-the-move sound.
Ruggedly designed all-solid state circuitry. Beautiful
up-to-the-minute designs. Ultra-mini dimensions for
fast, easy dash fitting. Front or rear dual speaker
systems. Now at leading retailers and car sound equip-
ment specialists. Let Hitachi show you how driving can
be fun . . . once again. And remember, Quality always
comes first at Hitachi.
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