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Built more than 40 
years prior to the 

date of the Vehicle of 
the Historic Interest 

(VHI) application  
Starts 20

th
 May 2018 

Built prior to 31
st

 
December 1977 

(date is on a 
rolling 40 calendar 

years basis) 
See Note 1 below 

Built on or after 1
st

 
January 1978 
(date is on a 

rolling 40 calendar 

years basis) 

Must pay VED 

Must get an MOT 

Apply for tax 
exempt “Historic” 
class in April 2018 

(rolling basis) 

VED exempt 
but you will need 

to apply each year 
for a NIL value 

VED 

No MOT required 

 

Must maintain the vehicle in a roadworthy condition 
 

Can be fined up to £2,500 and get 3 
penalty points for using a vehicle in a 

dangerous condition 

Insurance condition – must 
maintain the car in a roadworthy 

condition 

Note 1: if the build date is unknown, registration up until 7
th

 January will be accepted as the build date 
was in the previous year. 
 

Note 2: requirements vary for buses and trucks. 

Can have a 
voluntary MOT test 

or an inspection  
as experienced 
testers can spot 

safety concerns an 
enthusiast might 

miss 

Vehicle not 
substantially 
changed or 

substantially 
changed more 
than 30 years 

ago (on a rolling 
basis) 

Granted 
VHI 

status 

Not granted 
VHI status or 

not applied 

Check criteria for substantial change, 
see “VHI: Substantial Change Guidance” 

from the DfT. FBHVC news 

V5C changed to 
show “Historic” 

tax class 

Vehicle 
substantially 

changed within 
the previous 30 

years (on a 

rolling basis) 

Apply for VHI 

status 

Not eligible for 

VHI status 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/670431/vehicles-of-historical-interest-substantial-change-guidance.pdf
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/about-us/news/_article/125/government-publishes-definition-of-vehicle-of-historic-interest/

