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Brown & Gammons Limited
Classic Automobile Specialists

If you own a rubber bumpered MGB do not despair at its per-
formance. We can make it go and handle like they used to.

Telephone NOW and talk to Gerry or Ron about the improvements
we can make to your car.

Our normal rebuild and machining service for all MG engines
continues as does our restoration work.

REMEMBER: B& G for all your MG needs.

ROE’S MALTINGS,
R.O. 18 HIGH STREET, BALDOCK, HERTS.
Telephone: Baldock 893914

@ BEER OF HOUGHTON
HOUGHTON, HUNTINGDON, PE17 2BD
M.G. SALES AND SERVICE
New and Secondhand M.G’s and Austins usually in stock

PERSONAL EXPORT—
ARE YOU 1. An overseas resident?
2. Going out of this country for work or pleasure for not
less than 12 months?

IF SO — You may buy a car without VAT and Car Tax.

OVERSEAS RESIDENTS—
Why not buy a Tax Free M.G. when you visit England? Use it for your
stay and take it home with you. You will save money.

TELEPHONE: ST. IVES (HUNTS.) 62034
0480 62034
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Editorial

Well this is the first joint MGC and V8
Registers magazine, designed to provide
articles of general interest, together with
technical material for owners of the C
and V8 models. We shall be pleased to
have your comments on the format and
content and any contributions for future
editions, Advertising has been drummed
up at short notice by Victor Smith be-
cause with the modest budgets available
to both registers it's been essential to get
a subsidy from advertisers. Nevertheless,
the adverts are from firms who believe in
modern MG's and are enthusiastic about
them - so give them your supportt
Equally for future editions any efforts by
you to get advertisers will be welcome
indeed, Our rates are on page 9. Tore-
duce our workload either try and get a
good copy of an existing advert they use
or send us their letter heading with logo

and encourage short copy.. Our artistry
with Letraset is decidedly limited: Photo-
graphs have been in short supply for this
edition although Tony Hilton has helped
enormously, working in sub zero weather
conditions: Send in any interesting black
and white photos that could be used.

Congratulations should go to our overseas
contributors, Tom Studer and Chris Dodds
who were very early contributors: Tom's
already sent in an article for the next
edition, The co-operation between the C
& V 8 Registers has been easy as the MGC
Register helped the launch of the V8
Register and both the MGC committee
and V8 temporary committee meet
regularly,

Let's have your views on the magazine
and its future content.

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR C & V8 REGISTERS

26th - 27th May

Annual MGCC Silverstone Weekend

with racing on Saturday and Concours/Driving Tests on Sunday,
The C & V8 Registers first ‘gathering' will be adjacent to the
Concours not far from the Clubhouse! (on the Sunday)

Saturday,
26th May

Sunday, 17th June

First Meeting of V8 Register
(Notice circulated)

C & V8 Registers 'gathering' adjacent to Concours at Petwood,
Woodhall Spa, Lincs,

Oulton Park Weekend in Cheshire with Sprint Saturday and

C & V8 'gathering' on the Sunday

4th - 8th
August Concours on Sunday,
Sunday, Beaulieu meeting
19th August

Tests,

C & V8 Registers "gathering" adjacent to Concours and Driving

Sprinting

Rob Gill

There must be a number of owners of
modern MG's who have considered somesort
of competition use for their pride and joy
and dismissed it for a number of reasons., I
hope, in this short article to put the case for
mild competition use of your road car, to
dismiss a few myths and give you some facts
on sprinting and How to Start,

Sprinting, and its associated pastime, Hill
Climbing, is one of the oldest forms of
motor sport in Great Britain and is most
suitable for the average sporting road car,
There are proportionally many more com-
petitors in road cars at a sprint or hill climb

than there are at a race meeting, The actual

sport consists of driving a course against the
clock, with no other competitors around,
sometimes a lap of a race circuit, some -
times round the perimeter of an airfield, or
up a narrow access road, always on atarmac
surface on private land, properly organised
and licensed by the RAC, with safety mar-
shalls in attendance at vital points,

‘Aha’, I hear you say. 'Marshalls, that
means that it must be risky:’ Myth No, 1,
Agreed you are travelling at speeds not
reached (legally) on the open road, and are
cornering on the limit of the cars road-
holding, but you are driving the car and not
the other way round, how fast you go is up
to you, and you decide how much of a risk
you take., Remember that you take a risk
everytime you overtake a car or lorry on
the open road, it is just the same on the
track, you calculate the degree of risk and
take it if you think it justified. Not that
bravery means a quick drive, rather the
contrary I would think, Should the worst
happen and you lose control and come off
I can think of no better place to do it, not
only are there people there to help you,

usually there is a nice grass field for you to
spin onto; There is a sprint course near
York, that the North East Centre use where
you would have to go about half a mile
before you hit anything, Finally, there is
the positive advantage that competition
driving, by giving you experience in spins
and loss of control and how to counteract
them, will make you a more competent
driver, more able to deal with hazardous
conditions on the highway.

Myth No.2 'Competition Work harms the
car', From personal experience I can say
that this is untrue. My car has just had an
engine rebuild after 3 seasons of racing and
sprints and about 100,000 miles of road use
before and during, The crank has not yet
needed re-grinding and the cylinders are
still standard bore, The pistons, which I re-
placed 3 years ago before I started racing
(to cure an oil consumption problem) are
going back in again with only a new set of
rings. Both Vic Young's MGC and my own
have been used in Concours Competitions
with some success (especially Vic's) and so
cannot have deteriorated much. Brake pad
wear is not much more than normal, and 1
fail to see any harm in using competition
pads on the road, there seems very little
difference in cold performance which is
meant to be the drawback. Even tyresseem
to last well, I think because the actual
time spent sprinting is quite short. In fact I
cannot think of any component whose life
is noticeably shortened by sprinting,

Myth No. 3 is Expense. Motor Sport in
general has attracted much publicity in the
area of the enormous budgets required to
run a rally car or a single seater; these
figures bear no relation to what is needed
for a simple pastime like sprinting, The
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best way for me to illustrate the sport's re-~
lative cheapness is to outline what exactly
is required,

To start with the most obvious, you need a
car, The fact that it is a standard middle
mileage, sports car is not a factor thatneed
trouble you, there are classes for exactly
your sort of car, at nearly all sprint and hill
climb meetings, The car must be in reaso=
nably good condition in order to pass scruti-
neering, a bit of rust will not bother anyone,
but anything hanging loose like wiring or
the exhaust, or leaking pipes of joints will
attract attention.

For all MGB type cars, ignition switches
need to be marked ON/OFF and the head-
lamps taped with PVC insulating tape. Hub-
caps need removing and the car completely
emptied of all loose objects. The seatbelts
must be sound and the seats restrained from
tipping. Lastly, having provided your own
competition numbers you are ready to
sprint,

You need to apply to the RAC Motor Sports
Association, 31 Belgrave Square, London,
SWIX 8QH for a speed licence, this will
cost you £6.00, It is also necessary to be-
long to a Car Club in order to be eligible
to enter sprint meetings. Membership of
the MGCC entitles you to entry into many
other Clubs' events as well as your own,

Lastly, you will need a crash helmet, These
vary in cost greatly but a good one should
not cost you more than £20-£25,00,

The entry fees for a sprint or hill climb are
about £5-£7,00 and about the only other
vital expense I can think of is petrol, So
putting that altogether, a day's sprinting
should cost about £12-£15.00 assuming you
do 5 a year,

There is of course, nothing to stop you
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spending much more; you can buy a modi-
fied car which would involve you in buying
trailers, racing tyres, high performance
components, special overalls and fire ex-
tinguishers, there is no limit to what you
can spend, but there again there is no need
to spend very much at all,

For some events it may be necessary to fit
a vertical strut forward of the frontbumper
to operate electronic timing equipment.
These are easily made with a bit of tin
and a little ingenuity:

So what can you expect when you turn up
at the crack of dawn at some deserted air-
field. Novice and expert alike, once their
cars have passed scrutineering, go on a
convoy run. This is a nose to tail pro-
cession at about 30mph to familiarize
competitors with the track and the con-
ditions. You then have at least two
practice laps. This may carry straight on
from the convoy run, but usually you start
singly in your own time from a standing
start, you then proceed at near racing
speeds and attempt to find out where to
brake and which side of the track to drive
on to give you the best line around the
corners. If you are a novice, it is better
to go quickly but well within your limits,
time spent learning in practice will mean
quicker times in the timed runs.

Although practice is timed it does not
count towards the competition results,
The timed runs take place after lunchand
there are at least two and sometimes
three, These are exactly the same as the
practice runs described above except this
time it's for real, The driver who will do
well will have learnt the course and be
able to extract the greatest advantage
from both car and course, braking at the
last possible moment and cornering on

~
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the limit, accelerating hard as early in the
corner as possible and generally doing it all
smoothly. Tail out driving is all very spec~--
tacular but for a standard car it is slow and
should only be used asa method of scrubbing
off speed when you have entered a corner
too fast,

Another side to sprints and hill climbs is the

social side - there is a fair bit of waiting
around in between runs and this is generally
spent in talking to the other enthusiasts,
comparing cars and modifications.

All in all a most enjoyable pastime and I
for one cannot wait till the season starts
tee

againiii
(See page 17 forBC V8 championship address)

My racing 'C*

Malcolm Trewhitt

My MGC was hastily acquired in 1969 before
impending matrimony impeded its purchase,
After clocking 10,000 miles as a standard
road car, I saw a tempting advertisement -
John Chatham was disposing of the ex-works
MGC GT together with some potent parts, A
phone call later, I owned a 649 cam, ZF4.2
differential, Laycock competition overdrive
and a straight cut C/R MGB gear set, which
will fit into the later MGC boxes.

My own mechanical expertise beinglimited,
specialist help was clearly needed and so
began a long association with Downton En-~
gineering Ltd. The parts were fitted, three
45 Webers and Chevvy valves installed, the
pistons being cut to accommodate the latter,
Everything that moved was then balanced
and lightened, cooling provided by two Ken-
lowes and stopping power by two servos of
N.American'set-up. Next ten inch wheels
fitted with slicks were added, the wheel
arches being modified by Glovers of Rippon.
Finally, Armstrong telescopic shock absor-
bers were fitted all round and the springs
strengthened by removing the bottom leaf
and fitting an extra top leaf,

During the modifications, I was much imp-
ressed by the service provided by Downtons.
They went to the extent of dissecting an

old head to discover just how much the new

one would take, Their efforts were well
worthwhile - the power on my car exceeds

that of the works car which they built,
However, as my car is standard-bodied and
weighs 24cwt,, it needs all the power it
can get. When fitted with bumpers it is
classed as a BARC marque sports car, but
these are shed for racest Since the major
modifications, a few details have been
improved. MGC's are notorious for under-
steer and the standard size steering wheel
didn't help the problem. Fitting a 13"
wheel facilitates the task of keeping on
the track?

So what sort of car is my MGC? Downtons
estimate the bhp at about 240 at the fly-
wheel, The car accelerates from 0-50mph
in 5 seconds, and from 0-100 in 12 seconds.
It guzzles petrol through its §,U, pumps at
the rate of a gallon every 7 miles. The
whole:set-up can safely be pushed to 6,000
rpm, At 7,000rpm all could disintegrate, so
it is only in desperation that 6,500 hasbeen
used: There are drawbacks to the car if the
gear box is not built up every 500 miles
the only way of removing the layshaft is
with a very large hammer and a total
abandonment of finesse! In four years, two
gearboxes have blown up and a half shaft
has gone, but considering these are MGB
parts it's not too depressing. My major
existing problem is too much compression
causing the top ring to blow.

Racing an MGC takes some adjusting to.
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at Silverstone begin at the 300 yard board
when the overdrive is clicked out, At 200

yards, third gear is engaged and at 100 yards
the car is turned into position as close to the
inside kerb as possible and attempts made to

keep it there. Too fast and you overshoot,
too slow and you have too much road. The

right foot must go hard down at the earliest

monent-~it's essential to get the most out

of the straights because this is where the car

excels, This is why Silverstone is a good
circuit for the car--and why Croft is a
disaster}

In the past the MGC has been a much
maligned motor car, largely in my opinion

agi
Por example, preparations to take Woodcote

the fault of BL in fitting too high a diff, For
road use I found the 8.9 much better for a
quick getaway--and as for the sacrifice of
top speed, who can do 125 mph on the
public highway? In N, Yorks, where the
police are Range Rover mounted the oppor-
tunities are nil! With careful modification
the MGC can be a very creditable car, as
proved by its ability to keep up with Bill
Nicholson at last year's Silverstone meeting,
The 'C" Register is the ideal opportunity to
show what a great car the 'C*' can be and
vindicate its poor reputation,

Let’s have more 'C's showing the flag in
competition work}

ROCKER SHAFT - MGC

Vic Young

The MGC with its long rocker shaft seems
susceptible to oil starvation of the rockers
and subsequent increased wear of the shaft,
To prevent this, the shaft oil ways should
be periodically cleaned out, When re~
moving the shaft, undo the rocker shaft
bolts first and then slacken off the cylinder
head bolts IN ORDER, Should they be done
first, the head can 1ift and the cylinder
head gasket seal will be broken,

Remove the rockers and pillars from the
shaft and make a careful note of their
order, It is very important indeed to get
them back in the same order. Keep dust
and dirt off them or clean thoroughly with
petrol and thoroughly re-oil them with
clean oil when you re-assemble,

Unscrew the retaining screw on the pillar
with the oil way and make a note of its
position for correct re-assembly,
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Clean all the oil ways, removing the plug
at the end of the shaft to clean the passage
down the middle. Pipe cleaners are excel~
lent for oil ways being exactly the right
size and very absorbent. A packet costs but
a few pence from a tobacconist, Occasional
attention will prolong the life of the shaft
many times,

One final word while on the subject of
valve gear, If you wish to remove the
pushrods these too must go back in the
same position and when removing, do so
slowly with a twisting action until the
tappet is felt to come free. The bucket
tappet is lifted as well as the pushrod by
hydraulic action of the oil, if the pushrod
is pulled straight out, the tappet will come
out of its housing and fall on its side. You
then have to remove the side plates onthe

block below the head and put it back.

Standard MGC Roadster of Rob Gill in action,
Malcolm Trewhitt's full-house MGC.

(Photo: Roger Standish)
(Photo: Peter Sullivan)
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MGB GT V8 (Harvest Gold 1089) of Victor Smith
(Photo: Tony Hilton)

Ex-police MGC GT of Tony Bugbird & B V8 of Tony Hilton
(Photo: Tony Hilton)
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V8 My choice

Nick Parrott

An article on why he decided to get one -
and the pleasure of driving a V8¢

As I write this article in the warmth of my

home, the whole of Cheshire is blanketed

by snow a foot deep. My journey home

from the office has revealed a disadvantage

of V8 ownership; that an abundance of

torque can be a bit of embarrassment in

snow conditions unless extreme caution is

exercised with the right foot, There is

however a compensation in the ability to

pull away from tickover in top gear,

enabling one to pass lesser vehicles stranded

with engines revving furiously and wheels

spinning.

I certainly did not buy a V8 to drive around

in Arctic conditions, so what did prompt me

to become an owner of this rarity? The

opportunity arose early in 1978 when my job

placed me in a position where for six months

I had a house and fiancée in Essex and was

working near Manchester, I thereforeneeded

a car which would enable me to do the

return journey at weekends as quickly, and

safely and with as little wear and tear on it

and me as possible - (*Safety Fast").,

My choice was narrowed down something

like this :

1. Iam 6%ft tall,

2. Ineeded a reliable, untemperamental
engine,

3. Idon't like buying cars that depreciate
rapidly.

4. 1like to be different,

5, Ilike MG' -1 already owned an MGA
Twin-cam, so you could say I am biased,

6. Iremembered reading the original *Motor"
road-test of the V8, back in 1973, and then
longed for the day when I could afford to
buy and run the 'poor man's Aston'.

With 0-70 in 10, 5seconds, and 70mph at

2, 500rpm in o/d top, I felt that should make

motorways less boring. Forget that Escort
RS2000, Lotus Elan Sprint, Cortina 2000E,
Alfasud etc, Where am I going to find my
MGB GT V8?2

I was lucky enough to locate a one-owner,
24,000 miles (genuine with servicerecords)
car in immaculate condition advertised in
an evening paper. The only problem was
that the owner didn't really want to sell it
and it took a month for him to be convin-
ced that V8 956 was going to a good home
(by showing him my Twin-cam) and thathe
didn't really need it as well as his recently
acquired V12 E-type, So I have now owned
956, sold originally by London Sports Car
Centre and first registered January, 1974, for
nine months, I certainly have no regrets,
the only major problem is that I now have
two rare MG's, either of which I would be
loathe to part with. Perhaps if I ever get
asked to write another article, I could com-
pare and contrast the two, In this period of
ownership I have added 12,000 miles, taken
the car to the South of France and backand
very little has gone wrong:~ brakes relined
and new pads, overdrive switch replaced,
electric fan sensor replaced, new bushes in
fan motors, new front shock absorbers, rear
hub oil seals replaced and radiator hoses
renewed,

I have yet to replace a cracked exhaust
manifold and am waiting for one of those
fabricated systems to become available,
The gearbox sticks in overdrive when the
oil is cold ~ does anybody know why? The
‘car is at present totally standard, but I
plan to uprate the front shock absorbers

and fit a telescopic conversion on the

rear and change to 195/70 tyres when they
needreplacing, Now what if somebody
offered me an SD1 engine cheap and what
about E}'nat Weber carb. set-up on the TR7 V8

cescree
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MGC Register - Secretary’s Notes

Peter Sullivan

Firstly let me thank you for renewing your
Register membership from which I hope you
will derive great benefit, Almost as Iwrite
'C" prices are going up and judging by the
number of complete rebuilds that I am
being told about this trend is not only going
to continue but also increase. I feel that
this is in many ways a pity. That's not to
say that I do not want to have my car going
up in value, it's just that I have seen cars
like XK120's, Healeys, T-Types etc,
becoming more impractical to use as cars,
People seem to be putting these cars in
garages where they sit for all but a few
sunny sumimer weekends (and some do not
even go out that often:). I appreciate that
this inflation of prices brings advantages in
that more firms consider it worth making
parts for such cars but is it not a great
waste of cars that were made for driving!

I feel that the "C’ is a great sports car but
one that can be made better and that
originality is not necessarily desirable, I
also consider that they are not worth £3,000
to £4,000 which could be the level of the
prices that will be asked in the near futwre,
This is what is being paid for big Healeys
and there are a lot more Healeys available,

Spares-wise, the position is not as bad as
many people seem to think, Many bits are
still available from your local Leyland
dealer (srtikes permitting). Whatever your
need it is well worth going to your local
B.L. man. I am sure that somewheresome-
one has king pins in stock, If you know of
a small garage in the middle of nowhere
why not pop in and ask, you may be lucky.
If not, the Register can now offer pins on
an exchange basis (write to Vic Youngat
217 Kerrill Avenue, Old Coulsdon, Surrey,
CR3 10B). Vic normally has new discs and
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rocker shafts in stock as well. Please
however, when writing to Vic or any other
person within the Register (and indeed the
Club as a whole), please enclose an SAE -
this saves both time and money, both of
which are in short supply. Also, so far as
the Register is concerned, please quote
your Registration Number (which is on the
envelope). If you do not, there may be
delay in replying. To coin a phrase, please
help us to help you.

I hope that you concours people do not
object to racing bits and to my viewsstated
at the beginning of this page. If you do,
why not do something about it, We need a
concours representative for the Register,
This will involve attending the three or four
Register committee meetings that are held
each year, as well as representing the
Register on a sub-comimittee of the Council
of Registers, which is to be formed to dis- :
cuss and make (I think) the Club's concours
rules. If you are interested drop me a line.

ADVERTISING RATES

Page rates inclusive of VAT per copy :
Full: £15  (£17)
Half: £10 (£12)
Quarter: £5 (£
Eighth: £5 (£7)

Rates in brackets are for an inside cover
front or back. All space is subject to
availability.

CONTACT REGISTER SECRETARIES NOW
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V8 Register - Secretary's Notes

Victor Smith

Since the launch of the Register in Nov-
ember last year, registrations have poured
in and we passed the 100 mark in early
March this year. The response has been
wide-ranging with members writing from
Australia, USA, South Africa, Vienna,
Switzerland, Germany, Holland, Scotland,
Ireland, Wales and of course England. Yes,
at least two V8's have crept into the States
and are much admired: I will be circul-
ating vehicle and member lists later this
year and you will see the extent of the
vehicles registered (including several
protoypes) and through the member list
be able to make contact with local
members for help, advice or encourage-
ment. You will have seen from our Notes
in Safety Fast we've started a series of V8
Workshop Notes to bring together tips or
wrinkles on maintenance or spares, in a
form that can be kept for reference inyour
workshop manual and supplement,

I'm sure most members have joined the
Register for the opportunity of sharing the
pleasures and problems of running a V8

and I hope you will regard the Register as
something you can participate in because
it's got to be a two way process, We're
running on a very modest budget and on
part time efforts} ! Any contributions
written, or if you're short of time, verbal
contributions will be very welcome for
either future copies of this magazine or
the monthly V8 Notes column in Safety
Fast, The contributions need not be only
technical or on spares, As an illustration
one member has heard through a friend,
formerly at Abingdon, that some V8's
were produced for police patrol work and
one Citron coloured V8 gained a reputa-
tion on the M40 between Cowley and
Uxbridge for gonging unsuspecting drivers
- apparently it just sailed by and then a
cunning roller blind wound up the rear
window with the legend 'POLICE STOP"',
It seems it may have been taken out of
service so has anyone seen PPP XXXM in
Citron? They ran on XAS T0 profile tyres
and the parts book lists a special speedo
part, Please remember the SAE when
writing in, Happy burbling}

V8 Identification Data

Victor Smith

The two important numbers on your V8 are
the Car Number and the Engine Number and
they will be needed for the majority of
your spares enquiries, The Car No. is
located on the offside wing adjacent to the
oil filter and the Engine No. is read by
taking a line of sight from just above the
washer bottle down past the end of the
near side rocker box to a plate secured to
the rear of the block. The number will be
read as for example 4860 0016A, What does
the Car No. mean - for example GD2D1
1089 ? Well taking the letters in order:

G= MG, D= over 3 litres, 2= two doors,
D = GT, 1 = first series. Now the early
pre-production export V8's vary slightly,
for example GD2D UD 108, The Parts
Catalogue (AKM 0039) on page 108-A9
is not too clear but it seems to indicate
that GD2D as before, then U= export,
D= 1973 and of course the 108 and 1089
are the Car Nos, Contrary to popular
belief some V8's exist before No, 101 --
we've already registered prototypes Nos,
96, 97 and 98. The mystery thickens in
true MG style! |
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Introducing the MGC V8

Chris Harvey

Here Chris Harvey, author of many well
known books on popular sports cars inc-
luding MG: The Immortal T-Series and
Healey: The Handsome Brute, contributes
an article on a unique road car that's an
interesting concept and what's more, fun
to drive!

For as long as anybody can remember,
enthusiastic motorists have been laying down

. the law on what makes a sports car. Most
agree that it ought to be open; possess areally
competitive performance and have road-
holding that enables it to be driven far faster
than normal road cars in complete safety.
Ideally it should be a dual-purpose machine
that can be used in all manner of events at
weekends and driven to work and social
occasions during the week; with the mini-
mum of maintenance and maximum eco-
nomy. It's also a well-known fact that
manufacturers have been unable to produce
such a machine at a competitive price for
years. Which is strange, when you consider
that down in Bristol a chap called John
Chatham has built a brand-new car that
fulfils enthusiasts' dreams of what a sports
car should be.

Chatham normally specialises in the Big
Healey - quite a formidable sports car in

its day and a nostalgic beast today - but

he has a soft spot for its successor, the
much-maligned and short-lived MGC. So

it is hardly surprising that he used an MG,
one of the most emotive names in the sports
car world, as the basis for his ideal machine,
It's the MGC V8,

Three-and-a-half litres of Costello Rover
V8, straight-cut competition gearbox,
competition overdrive on third and fourth,

3.7:1 rear axle, competition suspension and
brakes, 14 inch Minilite wheels, Goodyear
G800 Grand Prix tyres, 0~60mph in less
than 6 seconds; and 115 - 120 mph potential
on the open road. 140mph would be possible
with a 8,03 axle, Now that specification
sounds fine, you might say, except what
about the MGC's notorious understeer?
Thanks to the all-alloy V8, this C shows
only slight final understeer at the limit of
its impressive adhesion, and then there is
still a huge amount of power from the V8
to bring it round.

Amazingly, the Rover V8 weighs less,
without ancilliaries, than the standard MGB
cast iron four-cylinder engine fitted in the
same basic body shell., And the difference
in weight between the V8 and the hefty cast
iron six used in the MGC is enormous. "The
MGC"s engine was about half a hundred-
weight too heavy, " said John Thornley, the
man in charge of Abingdon at the time, "If
we could have got it down to the design
weight, we'd have had a world beater, " As
it happened, the Nissan Motor Company
bought a couple of Big Healeys at the time
MG were developing the C and finishing
the Big Healey, took a look at Jaguar's
fixed head E type, fed the results of their
research into a computer, and came up with
the Datsun 240Z, which became one of the
biggest worldwide sports car successes.
Meanwhile, the assembled might of British
Motor Holdings spent a lot of time and
money and came up with the six cylinder
engine that was to power the MGC.

They had tomount it well forward in the
bodyshell to leave room for the occupants’®
feet, which did nothing to improve its
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Minilite clad C V8

(Photo: Paul Skilleter)

Powerful half

front view

L

(Photo: Paul Skilleter)

CV8 with Chatham decals

(Photo: Paul Skilleter)
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