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University Motors MGC Specials 
University Motors bought up the remaining stock of 
MGCs (around 200 cars), when the model was 
dropped from the range by the MG Factory, which 
were sold off as University Motors Specials. There 
were many variations in the specials' specification - 
some had bodywork changes, some had grille 
changes and some were fitted with Downton engine 
tuning parts. The conversion work was carried out at 
UM Hanwell by Downton trained mechanics. 
 
There was no "official" tie up between Downton 
Engineering and University Motors, it was simply a 
case of UM buying and fitting pre-tested Downton 
Tuning Kits to the MGCs they produced as 
University Motors Specials. 
 
Credit: press clipping posted by “mk1” on the “mk-1 
forum.net” website, an “international forum for 
people interested in the tuning & modification of 
classic BMC vehicles”. 
 
Credit: information from Peter Beadle, former Parts 
Manager at UM Epsom and a founder member of 
the V8 Register. 


