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Origins of the original Dunlop
composite wheels on the

MGBGTVS

The Dunlop composite wheel, with an alloy
centre with 10 trapezoidal holes and a
chromed steel rim, is a particularly strong
wheel and in the 1970s it was the type of
feature you would have more likely seen on
exotic sports cars. They advertised them as
their "Formula D4 alloy/steel composite
wheel” to “give your car real personality!” In
1973 MG chose these distinctive wheels for
their new V8 powered MGBGT model
launched in August that year. Above is one
of Dunlop’s adverts in Motor Sport in March
1970.
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Bolt-on wire wheel
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FORMULA D4
Alloy/steel composite wheel

Stylish and dependable, Formula‘D*
Wheels are designed for the
individualist. They fit most popular
cars and are available from most
Dunlop tyre distributors like
Marsham, Briggs and Gorrills with
free fitting and balancing plus
easy credit terms. See them today,
or send for more details by filling
in the coupon below.
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Please send leaflet snd Formula "D Wheels
stockist list to.

MOTOR SPORT. MARCH 1970 19

Peter Beadle (formerly parts manager with
University Motors, then with Sprite & Midget
Centre and later Moss Europe) recalls a
replica centre alloy casting for the
composite wheel for the MGBGTV8 was
made by Specialist Car Products back in the
1980s & 90s on which MWS then fitted the
chrome rim. Peter adds the tooling and
patterns for those wheel castings are now
long gone.

Peter adds “a similar looking Dunlop
composite wheel was used on the 1972-
1977 Reliant Scimitar GTE (SE5/a and
SEB6), although this version of the wheel was
wider at 14 x 5.5 inches and sported
different centre caps. Even with these
differences, the Scimitar wheels will fit the
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MGBGTV8. With the wider wheel the offset
on the steel rim was greater than on the
MGBGTVS8 version and the machined profile
of the Scimitar GTE wheel differs from the
V8 wheel as the raised part of the
trapezoidal cut out in the alloy centre comes
to a point on the GTE, whereas on the V8 it
is radiused.”

These Dunlop composite wheels were
also used on the 751 special "Jubilee"
MGBGTSs built between April and June of
1975 for the home market. The “Jubilee”
cars were produced to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of MG sports car production.
They were finished in new Racing Green
paint, with gold body side stripes, a
numbered dash plaque and Dunlop
composite wheels, whose machined silver
and chromed surfaces were painted in a
gold finish.
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who demands something c:{lor; g:mn::sn
car. In light alloy, or wire models, with
fat-tyre versions for road holdiné and
cornering, Formula ‘D' Wheels fit most
models to give that rakish, sporty look
that stands out from the crowd.

Choose the Formula ‘D’ model to suit
your taste and pocket from the list below:
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Formula D4 wheels with 8 trapezoidal holes were made for Ford and Rootes Group cars but the 10 trapezoidal holes version with a 4
stud fixing seems to have been used only on MGBGTV8s and Jubilee MGBGTs and also on Scimitars. Peter says “however | have
seen an Austin 1800 fitted with a 5 stud version of this D4 wheel - perhaps a "Styling Project" which never went into production?”
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What options are available if you have corrosion on Dunlop composite wheels?

Preventative measures to
avoid rusting of the
chromed rims

Regularly polish the rims
and spray the wheels with
WD40 when parked in the
garage — it will displace any
moisture and the oil in the

mix will form a waterproof

coating to help resist
cOrrosion.

WD40

£7
Halfords

Halfords
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Complete restoration of
original Dunlop
composite wheels

Skilled process: splitting the
steel rim from the alloy
centre, marking them so
they go back together
exactly as they come apart,
re-chroming the rim,
refurbishing the alloy
centre, reassembly and
careful balancing.

Renowheel

£600 per wheel
Renowheel

Renowheel

Refurbishment with rust
removal and a polished
silver paint coating

Refurbishment by grit
blasting the rim to remove
corrosion, filling any cavities
from the rust removal and
finishing the wheel with a
self-etching baked primer
and a polished silver paint
coating.

Solent Wheels

Buy a set of new all-alloy
Dunlop composite look-
alike composite wheels

All-alloy wheel that looks
very close to the original
steel and alloy composite
wheel. Only available in a
15" size, aimed principally
at the MGY8 Conversions
market. A practical &
affordable option.

Clive Wheatley mbv8parts

£75 per wheel £446 per wheel
Solent Wheels Clive Wheatley mgv8sparts
Solent Wheels Clive Wheatley

Advert for a set of used
Dunlop composite wheels
in good condition

Adverts on the “Spares
Wanted” webpage on the
V8 Website have produced
results in the pastas a
number of current and
former V& owners have had
individual Dunlop composite
wheels or a set for sale.

Spares for Sale or Wanted

Free ad for VB members
Adverts on V8 website

Wanted advert
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Replacement Minilite die
cast aluminium alloy
wheels

Original Minilite wheel, was
probably the most
successful competition
wheel in the 1960s and 70s,
is being produced in an
affordable aluminium alloy
to that original design. The
style is never out of fashion.

Minilite
£650 (set of 4)

Minilite

Minilite


https://www.halfords.com/motoring/engine-oils-and-fluids/lubricating-and-penetrating-oil/wd-40-aerosol-600ml-797621.html
http://www.renowheel.co.uk/Cardiffwheelrepairers/
http://www.solentwheels.com/
https://www.mgv8parts.com/product/mgbgt-v8-alloy-wheels/
https://www.v8register.net/subpages/v8sparesforsale.htm
http://minilite.co.uk/

