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£V8 Workshop Note

575
Dunlop composites in need of refurbishment — what are the options?

The original wheels fitted to the MGBGTV8 model were a composite wheel with an alloy centre (with characteristic features) mated to a chromed steel rim. Over time the recess,
where the inner edge of the steel rim is attached to the alloy centre, can attract rust and if it's not controlled that corrosion can develop to an extent the wheels are in a sad state and
need refurbishment and possibly more thorough restoration. Until a couple of years ago several experienced and reputable wheel restorers offered a refurbishment service for Dunlop
composites but unfortunately ceased offering that service because of their concerns over being able to maintain their necessary refurbishment standards. So what options are there
today for an enthusiast with Dunlop composites in need of refurbishment? See our updated VBNOTES75 with the available options and below our options charts.

What options are available if you have corrosion on Dunlop composite wheels?
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Preventative measures to
avoid rusting of the
chromed rims

Regularly polish the rims
and spray the wheels with
WD40 when parked in the

garage — it will displace any
moisture and the oil in the
mix will form a waterproof
coating to help resist
corrosion.

WD40

£7
Halfords

Halfords

Complete restoration of
original Dunlop
composite wheels

Skilled process: splitting the
steel rim from the alloy
centre, marking them so
they go back together
exactly as they come apart,
re-chroming the rim,
refurbishing the alloy
centre, reassembly and
careful balancing.

Renowheel

EB00 per wheel
Renowheel

Renowheel

210608-dunlop-composite-resto-options-chart

Refurbishment with rust
removal and a polished
silver paint coating

Refurbishment by grit
blasting the rim to remove
corrosion, filing any cavities
from the rust removal and
finishing the wheel with a
self-etching baked primer
and a polished silver paint
coating.

Solent Wheels

EB5 per wheel
Solent Wheels

Solent Wheels

Buy a set of new all-alloy
Dunlop composite look-
alike composite wheels

All-alloy wheel that looks
very close to the original
steel and alloy composite
wheel. Only available in a
15" size, aimed principally
at the MGV8 Conversions
market. A practical &
affordable option.

Clive Wheatley mbv8parts

£446 per wheel
Clive Wheatley mgvBsparts

Clive Wheatley

VBNOTES75

Advert for a set of used
Dunlop composite wheels
in good condition

Adverts on the “Spares
Wanted” webpage on the
V8 Website have produced
results in the pastas a
number of current and
former V& owners have had
individual Dunlop composite
wheels or a set for sale.

Spares for Sale or Wanted

Free ad for V& members
Adverts on V8 website

Wanted advert

Replacement Minilite die
cast aluminium alloy
wheels

Original Minilite wheel, was
probably the most
successful competition
wheel in the 1960s and 70s,
is being produced in an
affordable aluminium alloy
to that onginal design. The
style is never out of fashion.

Minilite

£650 (set of 4)
Minilite

Minilite


https://www.v8register.net/subpages/V8NOTE575.htm
https://www.halfords.com/motoring/engine-oils-and-fluids/lubricating-and-penetrating-oil/wd-40-aerosol-600ml-797621.html
http://www.renowheel.co.uk/Cardiffwheelrepairers/
http://www.solentwheels.com/
https://www.mgv8parts.com/product/mgbgt-v8-alloy-wheels/
https://www.v8register.net/subpages/v8sparesforsale.htm
http://minilite.co.uk/
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Dunlop composites - resto and refurb options
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