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Letter from Keith Hobday to the Editor of Safety Fast! published in the June 2014 issue 
 
 
LED upgrades 

Victor Smith, the author of the article in the V8 section of April 2014 Safety Fast! (regarding LED lamp conversion) is to 
be congratulated on his research and the detail given. I have similarly upgraded my V8 Roadster with excellent results. 
If I may however offer one small correction and one piece of additional information. The front sidelights are BA9S 5W 
(not BA15S -the 9 denotes a 9mm barrel rather than the 15mm on the BA15). However the rear number-plate lamps 
(those fitted into the over-riders) are BA15S 5W. I would also suggest that anyone carrying out this conversion writes the 
lamp identifications onto each of the barrels for future reminder (use a CD pen) as the Chinese manufacturers, at least 
in all of those I have seen, do not mark them. 
Best regards, 
Keith Hobday 
 
 
Comment from the Editor 

Victor Smith has checked the replacement LED bulbs again with Peter at Classic Dynamo & Regulator Conversions who 
said “Keith Hobday is indeed correct about the sidelights on MGBs. As I have found out since the article was published, 
most do use BA9s capped bulbs. Many members have ordered from me using the article as a reference and ended up 
sending them back for replacement. However, one or two have said that their side lights are BA15s. Most number plate 
lights of the period were BA9s. I can only advise as it really is down to the individual to check his/her vehicle before 
ordering. As regards bulb marking, no manufacturer of LED bulbs marks their products. I have looked into it but with no 
success so marking with a permanent pen before fitting is a good option.”  You can see an updated version of the article 
that appeared in the April 2014 issue of Safety Fast! together with a table showing the original and replacement bulbs 
for an MGBGTV8 at: www.v8register.net/sf/more.htm  
 
 
 

http://www.v8register.net/sf/more.htm
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Replacement bulbs for the MGBGTV8 plus the LED replacements as an upgrade 
 

Light Original bulb Replacement LED replacement 

Side light 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CB 
GLB989 

5W bayonet  
 
RB 
GLB501 

5W bayonet capless 

CB 
BA9 

2W bayonet capless type 
 
RB 
T10 

5W capless wedge 

CB 
BA9S 12V 4W bi polarity 

LED bulb 
See Note 1 below 
 
RB 
T10 12V 4W or 5W capless 

wedge bi polarity LED bulb 

Tail & stop light 
 
 
 
 

CB & RB 
GLB380 

5/21W offset bayonet 

CB & RB 
BA15 

5/21W offset bayonet 

CB & RB 
BAY15D 12V 21/5W 

diffuser LED bulb bi polarity 
LED bulb 
 

Indicator light 
 
 
 

CB & RB 
GLB382 

21W bayonet 

CB & RB 
BA15 

21W bayonet 

BA15S 12V 21W amber 

diffuser LED bulb (negative 
or positive earth available) 

Reverse light 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CB & RB 
BFS272) 

18W festoon 
 
Possibly GLB273 
21W festoon 

 12V LED festton bulb 
available in 36mm or 42mm 
long variants 

Number plate light Early CB 
GLB207 

5W bayonet 
 
Later CB 
BFS233 

4W bayonet 
 
RB 
GLB989 

6W bayonet 
 

Early CB  
BA9 

2W bayonet 
 
Later CB  
BA9 

2W bayonet 
 
RB 
 

BA9S 12V 4W bi polarity 

LED bulb 
See Note 2 below 
 
BA9S 12V 4W bi polarity 

LED bulb 
See Note 2 below 
 
BA9S 12V 4W bi polarity 

LED bulb 
See Note 2 below 
 

Load space/interior lights CB & RB 
GLB254 

6W festton 
 

 12V LED festton bulb 
available in 36mm or 42mm 
long variants 

    

 
Original bulb column – source is the MGBGTV8 Driver’s Handbook Pub No AKD8423. 

 
Replacement bulb column – various sources. 

 
LED replacement column – source Classic Dynamo & Regulator Conversions. 

 
Note 1 – replacement LED for the front side lights 

Whilst most MGBs do use BA9s capped bulbs. However, Peter at Classic Dynamo & Regulator Conversions says of 
one or two owners with MGBs who have contacted him for LED bulbs have said that their side lights are BA15s. 
 
Note 2 – replacement LED bulb for the rear number plate illumination in the overriders 

Peter at Classic Dynamo & Regulator Conversions says the rear number-plate lamps (those fitted into the over-riders) 
are BA15S 5W. 
 
The best advice is before ordering replacement LED bulbs, inspect your existing filament bulbs in each location and 

make a note of the bulb number so you can provide that information to Peter at Classic Dynamo & Regulator 
Conversions when you place your order for the LED bulbs. 
 
All the above LED bulbs are available from the LED bulbs supplier, Classic Dynamo & Regulator Conversions at 

http://www.dynamoregulatorconversions.com/online-shop-for-led-bulbs-and-light-boards-etc.php  

http://www.dynamoregulatorconversions.com/online-shop-for-led-bulbs-and-light-boards-etc.php

