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Twenty-One Years On...
From Infroduction 1o RV8

Few motoring emblems have inspired such widespread
respect and affection as has the famous octagonal MG
badge. This important addition to MG literature con-
centrates on the V8-engined models — the MGB GT V8
introduced in 1973 and the widely-heralded limited-
edition RV8 unveiled at the October 1992 Birmingham
Motor Show.

Starting with a look af the origins and early develop-
ment of MG, David Knowles then describes in pains-
taking detail the advent and subsequent history of the
MGB and MGC, the full story of the MGB GT V& and the
revival of the MG name by the Rover Company, which
has delighted enthusiasts acrass the world. Throughout
these chapters there are numerous illuminating stories
from those who designed and engineered the cars
(many of which reveol hitherto undisclosed truths),
together with penetrating insights into how and why
the decisions were made which led to their creation
ond info the economic and legislative circumstances
which played such a strong pa shaping their
destiny,

Those seeking practical guidance will find expert
advice on buying and maintaining an MG V8 and con-
verting o standard MGB to V8 power, while facts-and-
figures devotees will benefit from a wealth of informa-
tion on specifications, colour and trim schemes, per-
formance figures, pre-production and development
cars, production changes, press cars, police cars, Illustrations poriray the cars in immense detail,
comparisons with rivals, company literature, specialist  including fascinating shots of the MG RV8 concept,
V8 services and suppliers, and MG clubs. development and production process, of racing MGB
GT V8s, and of the many areas relevant to those who
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Below: Roger Righini's immacu-
[ate Teal Blue Ihd cor, pictured ot
home in Lausanne, Swizzerland.
The car had coversd 76,000
miles by late | 993, and still has
the origingl engine (numbered
49000007). Nate the ftalian
matket all-white front indicator
lenses fitted to this cor

(Rager Righni]

Righe: Like Bas Gentts, Roger
Righini has retrimimed the.
intesior in leather (Autumn Leof
in place of the original Ochre).
The gauges in the centre console
are later additions.

{David Knowles)

Below right: Lounched ot the [ 973 Earls Court Matorshow, the
monthly magazine What Car? tested o Bronze V8 in its very first issue.
There is seme confusion in the official factary records — this car should,
it seems, have been HOH 903L. (What Car?)

Below: Perfaps a clue as to why
there appears to have been

@ mix-up with the registratian
number of the car which What
Car? tested Is evident in this
factory photograph of an eorfy
V8: there is no record of a car
which actually bore the
registrotion number YWL 6671,
50 this is almost certainly the
same car, but with o different
number, (Rover)
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