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SORN WARNING
LETTERS

Letters aiming to help people avoid
being fined for not taxing or declaring
SORN on their cars are being Issued by
the DVLA.

Previously, no wamning was issued.
unﬁlahl‘tetdemndlngfp or £40Q If
prompt payment was made, arrived.
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the new warnings were “customer
service, encouraging people who are
forgetful rather than malicious to get
their vehicle taxed or SORNed.”

The letters — or V211 documents to

declaration. They followed
a “successful trial” in July
and August 2009, and
according to the DVLA
representative’s claims, have
been around since last April.
Having said that, none of the
CCW team or our colleagues on Classic

l- y Cars and Practical Classics had ever

“ heard of the new documents, or recelved
one in the post.

The DVLA also tells us. “It costs

4 around 20p to issue each V211 letter
¥ and we are issuing between 200,000
and 250,000 per month. Therefore

to issue 220,000 letters it costs
approximately £44,000."

Added the DVLA representative: “The
increased income received from vehicle
excise duty following the issue of the
V211 was far greater than the price of
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duty is passed to.the Treasury.”

SORN was introduced on 31 January
1998. The scheme, much maligned in
some quarters, means that a car must be
registered annually as being off the road
even if it isn't used,

The new reminder letters are sent off
around two weeks after the beginning
of the month in which car tax/SORN
should have been declared when the
liability falls due. Each is intended to
prevent owners from forgetting their
legal duty and gather revenue through
increased taxation take-up. Once the
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waming 'Last chance’ as a headline and  became business as s usual from April acknowledgment letter is sent.

details the numerous ways the owner 2010. It Is also worth noting that the An estimated 35 million vehicles are _._l_!
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Chris Hunt Cooke has spotted this article in the recent issue of the popular paper, Classic Car Weekly — saying “from this article it seems that the DVLA
will now issue a further reminder if SORN or VED has expired and nothing has been heard from the Registered Keeper. | have not been able to verify this
from the DVLA website but it looks genuine.” (Source: Classic Car Weekly, 2" February 2011)
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