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23rd February 2017  

 
My dear wife has been having a go at cleaning the tonneau cover with some 
plastic cleaner. It seems to be working well. Jane and the polish! 

 
Am I going to have as much problem with this catch for the hood? It didn’t start 
well as I measured a M3 Rivnut and drilled the first hole to fit the Rivnut in. I then 
got out the Rivnut tool and found I had no mandrel for M3! 

I had to resort to using stainless steel M3 nuts bolts and washers instead. 
Previously, the clips had been fitted with pop rivets, which I was the norm. 

 
I used the same trick as before with the Vaseline, socket and scriber. By now I was 
starting to get fairly proficient at fitting these fiddly nuts and bolts. 

 
Oh dear, dropped the socket! Thank goodness for magnetic pick up telescopic 
sticks. 
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All the screws with nuts and washers attached, now to tighten them. 

 
Just in case I slip with the screwdriver I masked up around the plate. 

CONNECTING THE MGB HEATER TO THE RV8 ENGINE 

 
These right angle elbows from CBS can get over the problem of fitting the larger 
heater hoses of the RV8 engine to connect to the MGB heater. They are stepped 
at various diameters so you cut off the bits you don’t need. 

 
I needed 12mm diameter to 19mm, don’t quote me on that, therefore I just cut off 
the small end that was not needed with the Dremel type tool. 
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Both ends cut. Will it fit? 

 
Cutting the 19mm diameter right angle rubber heater hose to length with the hose 
cutters. Both theses items came from Car Builders Solutions.  

 
One side connected with stainless steel hose clips. Now to try and incorporate the 
heater hot water shut off valve between the engine cooling system and the heater. 

 
OK, how the hell do we fix the cable to this heater valve? Clamping the outer cable 
is no problem. How does the inner cable fit to the peg that sticks up? This is one of 
the problems you have when you purchase a car that has been stripped and you 
have boxes of bits. Looking at the parts drawings in the Moss catalogue didn’t 
help. I bought all the bits that I thought I needed to connect this valve to the heater 
switch in the car. I’ll just have to make a connection piece to fit the inner cable to 
the peg. 
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A lump of this bar will do. By the way, ‘lump of metal’ is one of my technical terms! 

 
Let’s start by measuring the diameter of the peg that the inner cable has to pull 
and push with the piano wire inner cable. 

 
Starting to get somewhere with the inner cable fixing. My back of a fag packet 
sketch is at the bottom of the photo. 

 
Perhaps the cable fixing screw could do with cutting down to a more suitable 
length. 



MGB V8 Roadster restoration project – Report 121 

V8 Register – MG Car Club                170224-V8-restoration-Mike-Macartney-Report-121      5 

 
I checked the valve worked by blowing through one of the pipe connections. The 
attachment worked and shut off the flow. Now I have to attempt to incorporate it 
into the heater pipe system. 

 
The metal spokes on the steering were rusted a coat of satin black will have to do. 

OTHER STUFF 
Storm Doris has spoilt my fun today! The wind must have blown down one of the 
overhead cables on the power supply to our barn. We have a three phase supply 
at the barn. There is one phase out that supplies the lights and sockets in the 
Jaymic BMW parts stores and the lights in the workshop where I am working on 
the MG. The parts guys are using head torches to get parts out for orders. I 
suppose I could use one of those if the power cut lasts for too long. Anyway, it’s a 
chance for me to catch up a bit with my reports. 

 
I have a packet of black screws with cup washers that I will use for fixing the trim 
panels to the inside of the rear panel. 

 
Drilling a clearance hole and marking the hole in the steel bracing panel behind for 
the self tapping screw and cup washer. 
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Before drilling a hole through the rear panel brace I placed a bit of wood behind the 
panel so if the drill went through the metal quickly it would hit the wood first before 
damaging the rear panel. 

 
First self tapping screw and cup washer fitted. 

 
I’ll have to have a think whether or not to put a small trim pad across between the 
two trim pads. Perhaps if I did the job again I would try and make the panel in one 
piece instead of two. It’s easy to be wise after the event! As I have said before, it 
will only be the annoying passenger in the boot? I’m sure the luggage won’t 
complain about a missing bit of trim. 

 
The heater shut off valve cable I have fed though one of the holes in the bulkhead, 
under the heater, next to the brake and clutch pedal box. 
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As the rain water is liable to run under the lower windscreen rubber, especially 
where the wing to scuttle join is, I ran a bead of black sealant under the front lip of 
the rubber. Any excess cleans off well with panel wipe. 

 
The area between the arrows is the most important part to seal properly so that the 
the water does not get under the lower screen rubber. 

 
My friend Robert, a fellow Saga Lout, came round, with the bits of plywood that he 
had profiled to glue to the rear panel, so I could fix the rest of the screws for finally 
fixing the two rear trim boards. 

 
Robert put saw cuts through some of the plywood strips so that the plywood would 
bend to the curve of the rear panel when glued and clamped in place. 
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Applying the black adhesive material to the plywood strips with a cartridge gun. 

 
Robert bought along a few clamps! Before we fitted the clamps I put masking tape 
on the rear panel and used wood blocks between the masking tape and the 
clamps to spread the load and not damage the paintwork on the rear panel. 

CHECKING THE FUEL SYSTEM 
Before I ran fuel through the fuel rail I wanted to check that the fuel in the tank was 
‘clean’ with no rust deposits or any other nasty’s lurking in the fuel. To this end I 
first of all disconnected the fuel supply line from the tank and replaced it with 
another copper pipe. To this I attached a spare injection fuel pump that I had and a 
rubber fuel line.  

 
In the tank aperture in the boot I fitted a funnel and a paint filter to catch any bits. 

 
I left the fuel circulating for about an hour and there were a few tiny bits in the filter. 
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I forgot to say that I had added 3-gallons of ethanol free fuel before I started 
reticulating the fuel. 

 
I was now happy that I could clean out the fuel supply and return pipes using the 
fuel pump that was fitted to the car. I removed the fuel return hose. Disconnected 
the fuel supply hose from the fuel rail and reconnected it to the fuel return pipe. I 
connected the white wire on the rear wiring loom to the battery positive terminal 
and earthed the other end of the battery to the steering column. 

 
I then ran the fuel pump for 10 minutes. Any bits left in the fuel line would be 
caught by the pre pump and after pump filters. 

 
This is a photo of what was in the filter after my first fuel pumping session. You can 
see a few little grains of ‘stuff’ in the bottom of the filter. 

 
Nest job was to put the fuel supply and return pipes back in their correct places 
and undo the plug for the fuel pressure gauge to check the fuel pressure in the fuel 
injection rail. 
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The vehicle fuel pump temporally connected to the battery that is out of view on 
the floor of the workshop. 

 
The liquid filled fuel pressure gauge ready to fit to the adapter in the fuel line. 

 
The gauge is showing 38 psi with the pump running. I better look up and see what 
the fuel pressure should be. The following is from a note on the V8 Register 
website - The regulated working pressure of the fuel system is 2.5 bar above 
internal manifold pressure. That means that measured externally the fuel pressure 
will be regulated to between 1.8 and 2.5 bar depending on engine load and throttle 
position. Since the pump operates at 4.1 bar when supplied with normal system 
voltage levels there is a significant excess margin of pump performance. 
Therefore my 38 psi converts to 2.62 bar in foreign currency! That seems about 
right. The fuel pressure regulator at the end of the fuel rail is the part that holds the 
pressure in the fuel rail. I fitted the blanking plug in with some pipe joint sealant. 

 
You can email me at: mikemacartney@btconnect.com 24th February 2017. 
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