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Progress with an MGBGTV8 restoration 
Photos of the progress of the restoration of Michael 
Pancheri’s chrome bumper MGBGTV8. 
 

 
January 2016, towing the car out of its hibernation after the 

rear brakes had seized through lack of use. (1) 
 

 
June 2016, corrosion to the structure under the rear of the 

nearside front wing. (2) 
 

 
July 2016, corrosion at the rear corner of the sunroof 

opening. (3) 

 
 
 
 

 
July 2016, early stages of nearside heavy surgery. (4) 

 

 
July 2016, nearside rear wing lower panel, complete 

nearside floor and sill cut away. (5) 
 

 
August 2016, severe corrosion to the nearside rear 

structure. (6) 
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August 2016, boot floor and rear lower panel removed for 

extensive repair. Chassis legs are in sound order and have 
been drilled for Waxoyle treatment. (7) 
 

 
August 2016, severe corrosion around the offside lower 

panel. (8) 
 

 
August 2016, new nearside floor and sill fitted. (9) 

 

 
August 2016, nearside rear inner wing & side floor plate 

ready for a new outer lower wing section. (10) 
 

 
September 2016, new boot floor, repair to rear panel 

around the reversing light. (11) 
 

 
September 2016, new nearside lower wing panel and 

complete sill, ready for finishing. (12) 
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November 2016, engine bay, bonnet shut panel and oil 

cooler mounting panel ready for finishing and both front 
wings fitted. (13) 
 

 
November 2016, new complete offside quarter panel fitted. 

(14) 
 

 
November 2016, rear nearside complete and original 

tailgate fitted ready for finishing. (15) 
 

 
December 2016, offside rear complete and ready for 

finishing. (16) 
 
Refurbishing the Dunlop composite wheels 

The original Dunlop composite (chrome steel rims and alloy 
centres) wheels are a problem as MWS no longer offer a full 
refurbishment service. The best option seems to be to bead 
blast the rims and then paint them with chrome paint, then 
when buffed up they look almost as good as chrome. A lot 
better than they are at present.  
   An alternative to a restoration of the original Dunlop 
composite wheels is a set of Clive Wheatley's all-alloy 
Dunlop composite look-alikes. But they are only 
available in a 15" size and not 14" at present so a slightly 

lower profile tyre is needed which loses a little of the original 
"look" of the model. 
www.v8register.net/sub/news160722CWwheel.htm 
www.v8register.net/subpages/technicaltopicstyres185or175.
htm 
   I thought about the 15" alloys but decided I didn't want to 
throw away five original 14" V8 wheels without giving them a 
second chance. It seems MWS stopped doing them 
because their chromium plating source was letting them 
down. I did ask MWS if they would separate the rims from 
the centres, and then reassemble them after I had got the 
platers I use to plate them, but it was looking horrendously 
expensive, at over £ 500 per wheel. I must admit I have 
often wondered why BL didn't put the MGBGTV8 on 15" 
wheels in the first place, as they did with the MGC. 
 
Engine rebuild 

On the following page are a few photos of the engine - the 
one of the head removed, showing the broken valve, was 
taken in July 2016, the others all in November.  
 
 
See the two page restoration report:  
www.v8register.net/FilesV8/161224-rebuild-MGBGTV8-
Teal-Blue-1123-MP3.pdf  

http://www.v8register.net/sub/news160722CWwheel.htm
http://www.v8register.net/subpages/technicaltopicstyres185or175.htm
http://www.v8register.net/subpages/technicaltopicstyres185or175.htm
http://www.v8register.net/FilesV8/161224-rebuild-MGBGTV8-Teal-Blue-1123-MP3.pdf
http://www.v8register.net/FilesV8/161224-rebuild-MGBGTV8-Teal-Blue-1123-MP3.pdf
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July 2016, head removed showing the broken valve. (17) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Engine 

Interestingly, the engine wasn't seized, and turned over 
freely with the plugs out. However one of the valves was 
found to be broken, although when the car was taken off 

the road the engine had been running perfectly. It’s a 
mystery since there wasn't a mark on the respective piston 
and bore, which certainly would not have been the case if 
the valve had broken while the engine was running. Perhaps 
the valve was stuck or seized in some way during the long 
years of inactivity, and was broken as the engine was turned 
over by hand. The crank and rods were found to be in very 
good condition. After the bores had been honed, they were 
fitted back in their respective locations with new pistons and 
rings. (Photos 18, 19,20 & 21) 


