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18th September 2016.  Popped up to Cromer to see how Mark was getting on 

with painting the bodyshell. 

 
More filler needed on the alloy bonnet and more imperfections in the body! 

 

 
After seeing all the work that Mark had carried out on the bodyshell after I had got 
the shell “ready” for a hi-build primer coat. I felt rather useless and fed up that what 
I thought was a bodyshell ready for paint was not up to Mark’s standard. I have 
known Mark since he started with me at Jaymic as a teenager. He is now just 
coming up to fifty four, I think. I sold the accident repair and restoration business to 
Mark and James, when I retired twelve years ago. James also started with Jaymic 
as a teenager on a mechanical apprenticeship. Oh, how time flies. 

 
I had not seen this material for rubbing down before. Perhaps others have not 
seen or heard of this before so I thought I would add a photo. ‘Abranet’ is a net like 
material impregnated with grit. Apparently, as it is a net it does not clog like 
production paper does. 
I trundled off home thinking, are my eyes getting bad, have I lost some feeling in 
my hands for finding dents? I decided that I was just old and could not do things as 
well as I use to. Perhaps I was never very good at bodywork??? 
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Well, I better get on and finish putting the rear axle assembly back together. Let’s 
see if I can remember what goes where. 

 
This is an easy one. It is the breather for the rear axle. I have read that some V8 
owners are not happy with this bit of plastic and replace with a heavy duty brass 
unit. All it does is stop water splashing into the axle casing and presumably stops 
pressure building in the diff which could cause oil to seep out onto the brakes. 

 
I ordered a repair kits for the rear brake wheel cylinders, but as you can see I 
either ordered the incorrect parts or was sent the incorrect seals as they were 
larger. I wanted to use small 5/8” diameter pistons on the rear as I found under 
heavy braking, on the last MGBGTV8 I restored, the rear brakes locked before the 
front. I looked on the internet to see if I could find the diameters of the pistons on 
the different models, but no joy, just what part numbers fit which models. If I find 
the braking on the rear is insufficient I can replace the wheel cylinders with pistons 
of a larger diameter. 

 
The correct seals lubricated with silicone grease before the pistons are fitted. 
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The rear wheel cylinder fitted with its black rubber dust caps. 

 
This is a new brake adjuster that I have lubricated the adjuster part and the 
threads with copper slip grease to try and slow down any corrosion that might 
occur between the alloy casting and the steel parts. Always use the correct brake 
adjusting spanner with a square hole in it rather than an opened spanner. I had to 
replace this adjuster because the old one had been ‘butchered’ with an open 
ended spanner. 

 
The brake adjuster fitted in position on the back plate.  
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I find that putting the handbrake operating bar, brake shoes and springs together 
before fitting to the back plate is a lot easier than trying to get the springs on 
afterwards. 

 
I hope I have got all the springs in the correct place. The brake shoes looked as if 
they had done very little work so I decided not to replace them. 

 
The small roll pin that helps hold the wheel cylinder in position was missing. 

As I had a roll pin of the right diameter in stock I used this. 

 
Taped up the holes and cut the excess off with the Dremel type tool. 

 
The mating surface of the drum to hub was thinly coated with copper slip. 
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The drum was a bit tight to go on, due to the shoes not being quite centralised. A 
rubber mallet did the trick. 

 
A couple of jobs left to do on the rear brakes. The rubber dust covers for the 
handbrake linkage to fit. A little rubber grease and a small diameter rod bent at 
right angles helps pull the dust cover over the four tab fixings. I also forgot to say 
that a little copper slip grease was put on the ends of the brake springs and shoes. 

 
The final touch, a little copper slip grease on those little screws that hold the drum 
in place, it makes it easier when you come to take the drum off in the future. 

 
All done. Only the hub bolt to tighten when the axle is back on the car. 

 
This is the type of brake adjusting spanner that I mentioned earlier in my report. 
Lock brakes up with the spanner and then back off until the brakes are free. 



MGB V8 Roadster restoration project – Report 75 

V8 Register – MG Car Club                160921-V8-restoration-Mike-Macartney-Rebuild-Report-75      6 

 
As you can see from the above photo, the brand new Peugeot vented discs and 
MGB hubs had gone rusty in the previous owner’s damp garage. 

 
The first job was to mark each hub and disc with centre pop marks so I knew which 
was which and which extra drilled hole matched with the bolt hole on the hub. 

 
The discs were unbolted from the hubs and the hubs stripped of the bearings and 
bearing spacer. These were placed in poly bags marked one dot and two dots. 
This was, as I assumed, the previous owner had replaced the wheel bearings and 
if used again they needed to fit in the original bearing tracks which I had left in the 
hubs. There were no shims in either of the hubs! I will find out if shims are needed 
when I build up the front suspension and brakes. I am sure they will be needed. 

 
Both discs were given a good blast in the cabinet to clean off the surface rust. 
Luckily, there was no rust pitting in the discs. You can see in the photo 8-holes in 
the brake disc. 4-holes will be the original Peugeot 505 disc holes and the other 4-
holes the new drilled holes for the MGB hub. The callipers I will be using will be 
from the BL Ambassador or Princess. These came with the car. 
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Disc newly blasted and the surface rust removed. If you have a suitable size 
compressor a blast cabinet is well worth the money. 

 
Blowing off any blasting grit and dust left on the disc before rust treatment and 
painting of the parts that the pad surface will not touch. 
 

 
Applying Kurust to the parts that the brake pads won’t keep clean. A stubby brush 
tends to scrub the Kurust into the metal and seems to work better than a brush 
with long bristles. 

 
The Kurust has done its job.  
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Giving the hub a good clean in thinners to get rid of the rest of the grease that did 
not come out with a rag. 

 
I stuffed the inside with clean rag before taping up each end with ‘Gaffer’ tape. 

 
The front hubs before and after been cleaned in the blast cabinet. 

 
Cleaning the ends, that had been covered with gaffer tape, with the mule skinner.  
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He’s about with the Kurust again! 

 
I have never tried just putting Kurust on a part and leaving out to the elements. It 
gives a nice finish; perhaps I should give it a try at some time. 

 
It may be an idea to blast the rust off this bearing spacer. 

 
The wheel bearings were fine after being cleaned in thinners, washed with WD40 
and spun up with the air line. Luckily the last owner has covered them with grease. 
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The cleaned parts put in a poly bag. 

 
I reassembled the discs to the hubs making sure that my centre punch marks lined 
up. I just hope that the last owners drilling was accurate and that the holes he 
drilled were in the correct places. I will be able to check for any run out on the 
discs, with a dial gauge, when the brake discs and hubs are fitted to the car. I’ll 
keep my fingers crossed! 

 
All cleaned up and bolted together. 

 
Ready to fit when the bodyshell and the Hoyle coilover front suspension arrive. 
Next jobs to do are deciding what to do with the dashboard, instruments and other 
bits that need overhauling. Maybe I better get on with checking over the callipers, 
master cylinder and servo. 
I was pleased to get an email this week from a member who suggested the Brown 
& Gammons caster reduction kit and Dodo sound insulation, which I am now 
looking into. I had been thinking of making my own caster reduction parts. 
If you have any comments, or suggestions, you can email me at:  
mikemacartney@btconnect.com  21st September 2016. 
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