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14
th

 July 2016. Below is a photo of the holes in the boot floor that were not 

needed and welded up. The holes with the circles around are the holes I want to 
keep. The reason is; the position of the petrol tank has been moved into the 
centre, so that the exhaust tail pipes can go either side of the petrol tank. 

 
Looks a bit like a face! 

 
The MGB Roadster petrol pump hole in the boot area has also had a plate welded 
in place to cover the hole and keep the boot area dry. 

 
No, itôs not the surface of Mars, it is the RH boot area side after all the repairs have 
been done to this area. I promise, with a coat of primer and the seam sealer 
applied it will look fine. 

 
The Frontline 5-link rear suspension has just arrived. Just checking out if all the 
parts are there, and where they fit. The parts that fit on the rear axle are sitting on 
the underside of the boot floor. The sub frames for the suspension links and coil 
over dampers are resting approximately in the positions they will fit. 
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This is one of Frontlineôs photos of their 5-link set up without the Panhard rod in 
position. I am going to stick with drum brakes. 

 
A close up of one of the Frontline rear suspension subframes. 

 
The mounting for the Panhard rod. Below boxed up and left for fitment later.  
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To help fix the glass fibre bumper to the rear of the MG they supplied self tapping 
screws and separate self tapping nuts. You need to get to the pointed end of the 
screw to fit it to the self tapping screw. As you canôt get to the underside of the rear 
bumper when it is in position these self tapping nuts will have to be glued to the 
glass fibre.  

 
I squeezed each tube of Araldite on to a piece of card and mixed with a scrap of 
steel sheet. I put some of the mix on the glass fibre bumper where the self tapping 
nut was going to fix and then screwed the self tapping screw through the glass 
fibre and into the nut, to hold it in position, while I coated the outside of the self 
tapping nut to secure it. I then removed the screw before the Araldite set. 

 
The self tapping nut fixed in position with Araldite. 

 
One of the four fixing screws for the glass fibre bumper. I thought I may have to 
drill a small hole through the self tapping nut to clean out any Araldite blocking the 
hole, but the screw went through with no problem. I will eventually add a washer. 

 
Is this a óRUST BUGô I found crawling in the boot area?? 
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Using a bur to clean out rust from an area on the rear wheel arch. There were two 
rust pin holes so I cut out a small area to weld in a new bit of metal. 

 
This is the Dremel type tool with a selection of burs. The plastic box contains even 
smaller ones that I got from my dentist. No! I didnôt get them so I could do my own 
fillings at home. 

 
Welded up and ready to grind off the welds. 

 
This is one of the bolts holding on the rear glass fibre bumper. I hate seeing bolts 
fitted that are too long for the nut. Apart from weight saving I feel that it looks 
better. I have marked the excess I want to cut off with TIPEX. I keep a bottle of this 
in the workshop for jobs like this. When I remove the GRP bumper I will cut the 
excess metal off with the Dremel tool. It is always best to cut the excess length of 
thread off with the nut screwed onto the thread as it tends to clean the cut as the 
nut is taken off the cut part of the thread. As the bolt is plated you need to coat the 
cut with some paint or rustproofing material. I suppose the best would be some 
form of galvanising type paint. I use etch primer as I have it handy. The hole in the 
background of the photo is where I modified the rear panel to match the curve of 
the rear bumper. 
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This is the RH hole in the inner wing for the exhaust. I wanted to get both holes the 
same. I have marked the distances from the front, rear, top and bottom, so that I 
can compare this side with the hole on the other side inner wing. 

 
This is the LH hole. What you can see in the middle of the holes is the workshop 
floor underneath the inner wing. Confusing! 

 
Then I had a brain wave. What if I used a sheet of A3 paper, cut it to fit the 
bulkhead on the LH side, used a pencil to mark the hole on the paper. I could then 
turn the paper over and place it on the RH inner wing in the same place against 
the bulkhead and mark the hole with a pencil again on the other side of the paper. 
That should then show both holes on the same piece of paper on each side of the 
A3 sheet. 

 
Marking the RH exhaust hole on the reverse of the paper. 
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This then showed the two holes superimposed. 

 
The dark black line shows a line round the extremities of LH & RH exhaust 
manifold holes. The orange line shows two circles joined by two straight lines that 
will be the shape for both sides of hole in both the LH & RH inner wing. 

 
I wanted a male version of the hole that I could place over the openings in the 
inner front wings, so that I could mark around it for a cut line on the inner wings. I 
placed the paper pattern over the blue card and used a needle to mark the blue 
card underneath with pin holes that I joined up with a pencil line. This was then cut 
out to use as a template for both holes. 

 


