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2
nd

 July 2016. I have just read through my last report before I filed it away in a 

folder. A couple of words were incorrect. I should have read it properly before I 
sent it to Victor. I am sure it is my fault and I canôt blame it on predictive text! 

 
The cut away area by the steering column welded up and etch primed.  

 

The previous photo shows the plate I made to stop the cooling air bypassing the 
radiator. 

 
Spot weld drill used to, believe it or not, cut out the spot welds. 

 
A chisel is then used to cut off what is left of the welds. I canôt understand why 
these cover plates were fitted by MG in the first place? Unless, they wanted the car 
to fill up with water if you stalled, got stuck in river, when you were going through a 
ford! I will fit a blind grommet in the hole or weld a plate over the hole. 
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An air grinder with 3òx 1/8ò grinding disc makes light work of grinding of the rest of 
the spot weld that is left. I could not find these 1/8ò thick discs in the UK, I had to 
order some from the USA. 

 
Finished off smooth with the flap wheel fitted to an angle grinder. 

Now to the floor on the LH side. 

 
The front bit of floor panel positioned with the clamping pins. 

 
This is the cardboard pattern for the next part of the floor to marry up with the bit of 
floor in the last photo. There is a story and a warning here! When I came to cut out 
the repair section from the sheet of new metal I cut the straight lines first with angle 
grinder with the 1mm cutting disc fitted. Then went to cut the curved line. . . . . .  
I cut out the wrong side of the marked line and ended up with another bit of scrap! 
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Hence, my note on the sheet of metal for my second attempt. 

 
Not having my óbeautifulô assistant, Dugald, with me I needed to try and hold this 
floor section in place while I tried to tack weld it in position.  Needing three hands 
or a longer left arm, I tacked a piece of scrap metal onto the underside of the plate 
and after blasting the surface rust off the plate I fed it through the gap in the floor 
and held it in place with my left hand whilst I welded it with the MIG welding torch 
in my right hand. 

 
This is the underneath of the floor. The second repair plate needs to be held in 
place from inside the bodyshell. 

 
The LH side of the floor welded up. At the right hand to of this photo you can see 
the creases in the forming of the chassis rail. Was this because by 1978 the tooling 
was knackered or were all MGB like this? I keep complaining about the build 
qualities of MGôs at this period, but as I have spent most of my working life working 
on BMWôs I have to realise that a 3.0CSL was about 4 x the price of an MGB.  
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The floor, etch primed and ready, eventually, for hi-build primer. 

 
Rather than replace the front wheel arch splash panels I thought I would strip them 
of the old underseal and paint and see what they were like. This photo is of the first 
application of paint stripper scraped off. After the second application this splash 
panel was blasted in the cabinet to get rid of the rust. 

 
Previous repairs to the outrigger that supports the jacking point left a little to be 
desired. I made a plate to repair the worst point and ground off the worst of the 
welds.  

 
I used a die grinder to get to the difficult to get to welds. I may decide latter, to do 
away with the jacking points altogether, as they are not the strongest jacking points 
in the world and are another area for mud to build up in and cause rusting of the 
area around them. I may carry a small hydraulic jack in the boot. 
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The jacking point looks a bit better now, after tidying up the welding and coating 
with the etching primer. 

 
This is another area by the RH spring hanger that had been repaired in the past. 
The welding was about as good as mine, although the person who welded this has 
probably got an excuse as he was welding either, lying on his back or welding over 
his head, working on a lift. It is easy for me to criticise when all I have to do is 
rotate the óspitô and weld at bench height, whilst standing up.  

 
One splash guard fresh from the blast cabinet. 

 
There was some pitting on the edge of the panel where it bolts onto the bodyshell. 
I decided to treat it with Kurust before leaving it a couple of hours before coating it 
with a thin coat of etching primer. 
While I remember, can any MGB owners recommend what make of tyres to use? 


