
MGB V8 Roadster restoration project – Report 51 

V8 Register – MG Car Club                160628-V8-restoration-Mike-Macartney-Rebuild-Report-51      1 

 
This shows you how any nearly horizontal surface can become a work bench! 

 
The cardboard pattern made for the area of the bottom of the LH front sill 
extension where the metal had become a bit fragile. There were a few pin holes in 
the existing metal so I decided to replace a section of metal. I found a section of 
replacement metal approximately the correct shape on a BMW 2002 door that was 
scrap; it had been damaged by the courier. I decided to make the section I was 
replacing in two sections as I could not get my head around making it in one piece. 

 
The new bit of metal fastened in place (shell is upside down). 

 
In one of the previous reports I showed how easy the transit primer was to remove 
with cellulose thinners. Here you can see that the thinners won’t budge the BMW 
transit primer. Therefore there is no need to clean it off. Of course it will need 
rubbing down before more primer is sprayed on the bodyshell. I have also punched 
holes through the panel where is is going to be ‘spot’ welded. 
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The new bit of metal welded in place and the excess weld ground off. 

 
Etch primed and ready to get on with the next bit of rust repair. 
 
At the bottom of the LH splash panel there was a tatty repair that had not been 
treated with any rust proofing. It was the part where the ‘tab’ at the bottom of 
splash panel bolted to a bracket with a captured ¼” UNF nut. If welding a nut onto 
a plate to make a captured nut it is much easier if you use a stainless steel nut or 
grind the plating of a normal nut before you try to weld it. The plating on the nut 
makes it difficult to weld. 

 
New plate made for the bottom of the splash panel to bolt to. This was made from 
a flat bit of 16g sheet metal and the right angles bent in the vice. Just the nut to be 
welded on. 

 
I bolted a nut and bolt through the bracket and splash panel tab and checked 
everything was in the correct place before welding the nut to the bracket and the 
bracket to the bodyshell. It all looks a bit of a mess in the photo, but when the 
slash panel has been cleaned up and the shell primed it will look OK. 
 
Now back to the other part of the front of the sill extension that I need to make to 
weld in. 
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Again I started by making a cardboard pattern and trimming it and finding where I 
needed to panel beat the new metal to make it fit. 

 
Starting to cut out the old metal and cut the spot welds away. 

 
This photo just shows how useful a magnet on an extendable shaft can be to get 
out the old bits of metal and ground off metal. While the box section was open I 
blew out with an airline, all the rust proofing holes in the sill to get rid of any muck 
and blasting media that may have accumulated.  

 
The front section now welded in place and the excess welds ready to be ground off 
and etch primed. 
 



MGB V8 Roadster restoration project – Report 51 

V8 Register – MG Car Club                160628-V8-restoration-Mike-Macartney-Rebuild-Report-51      4 

 
Now on to the next job. 

 
Dugald came to visit for a couple of days. This is Dugald doing his first bit of 
welding since we were 16/17 years of age. I wanted a new bracket made for the 
rear of the spit so I could fit the rear glass fibre bumper. 

 
Dugald bolting the new bracket in position.  

 
Not bad welding for somebody who has not done any welding for over 50 years. 
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Box section sandwiches the boot floor. Now we will be able to fit the rear bumper.  

 
Starting to repair the rust on the RH front inner wing strengthener. 

 
The welds ready to be ground down and tidied up 

 
Another first for 50-years. Dugald uses the pedestal drill / milling machine. 
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Again, I used the original splash panel to locate the side bulkhead repair panel. 

 
The RHF side nearly done. Grind the welds. Use the mule skinner to clean the up 
the metal. Clean with panel wipe and it will be ready for a coat of etch primer. 

 
The transit primer on this Heritage splash panel was thinners resistant. 

 
Where a new sill had been fitted in the past, the welding was a right mess. I have 
done my best to try and make it look pretty although it won’t be seen when the 
front wing is fitted. 
Any comments, suggestions to mikemacartney@btconnect.com   28

th
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