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Effects of Ethanol on an MGBGTV8 

It is now 18,000 miles since Barrie Jones completed a total 
restoration of his MGBGTV8 (Damask 0450) which he reported in 
great detail about 8 years ago.  Having used E5 petrol for the past 8 
years he thought it was about time he would make a thorough 
inspection of every rubber component in the fuel system.  This note 
describes what he found.  It’s applicable to all the Factory V8s made 
between 1973 and 1976 and it also applies to the majority of 1800cc 
MGBs made between 1973 and 1980. 
1. Fuel hoses in the engine compartment 

I inspected all the fuel hoses in the engine compartment.  I had 
used ethanol-tolerant hoses marked SAE J30 R9 so I did not 
expect to find any problems.  They all appeared to be in good 
condition, but the “bend test” revealed that several of them were 
starting to crack externally.  In addition, the tiny hose joining the 
two carburettors together had gone hard and lost its flexibility. 
 

2. Fuel hoses attached to the fuel pump 

From underneath the car I inspected the two hoses that are 
attached to the fuel pump.  I could see a weep of fuel, so I 
decided to replace them both.  I had fitted the original style 
components which were made with steel braid coverings.  After 
replacing them I cut the old hoses apart and found that the inner 
rubber tubes had swollen and one had a small split in it. 
 

3. “O” ring fitted to the enrichment device of each carburettor 

There is a small rubber “O” ring fitted to the enrichment device 
of each SU HIF6 carburettor.  I decided to replace both of them.  
I am glad that I did as I found they were swollen and ready to 
fail.  The photo alongside shows the old seals at the bottom and 
a new seal at the top.  If you are planning to do this yourself, 
then the photo showing the components in sequence may help 
you to put it all back together. 

 
 

 
   Note, when stripping a carburettor I recommend that you pay 
particular attention to the return springs, because it is not 
obvious how they are fitted.  If you strip and repair them one at a 
time, then you can always use the other one as a reference, 
remembering that on the V8 they are the “mirror image” of each 
other. 

 

“Bend test” revealed external cracks 

Rubber fuel hose 
before the “bend test” 

https://www.holden.co.uk/p/1_4_in_bore_rubber_fuel_hose_sae_j30_r9
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