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RV8 starter motor problem solved
Jamie Colville posted a note on the V8 Bulletin Board saying he found that for “50% of the time my RV8 starts first time, the starter motor spins the engine with strength and away she goes, but for the other 50% everything primes, turn the key and just a single click from the solenoid. It may do this one or up to six times, then just as you despair it fires up with a healthy start. Any thoughts?” 

   Martin Cridford responded referring to his earlier post on the V8BB when he was having starting problems with his RV8 which noted that “having cleaned and remade every possible starter related electrical connection I decided it must be the starter itself. Various online searches revealed that the starter solenoid was the likely candidate for contact failure as a dull click is heard when the key is turned, but the starter failed to spin every time.

   Some research on the internet revealed that this particular starter, using the MGR part number was said to be obsolete or if available, very expensive. I did find the Land Rover part number for the solenoid only but an order from a Land Rover specialist failed to deliver the solenoid with the comment that it was unlikely to be made again! Some more searching revealed the solenoid was still available, albeit probably a pattern part from an international supplier. So I ordered one and it arrived quickly and it has now been fitted with great success. 

   It is easy to fit a new solenoid but it does require the end mounting flange-cap to be removed, but being careful not to disturb the commutator-brush set at the other end, unless you want to clean and lubricate it as I did. Getting the starter motor off and on is not difficult but in true V8 fashion it was difficult to reach!
Where was the replacement solenoid from?

The solenoid was made in Brazil, sold by an Italian parts supplier, bought via eBay France and shipped from Italy to the UK by a German based courier in 5 days! I had waited three weeks to be told (only when pressed) it was no longer available in the UK. It could also have been supplied from USA but that would have attracted import taxes!

   The cost via eBay France was Euro 24 plus Euro 14 for delivery (solenoid only)”.

Drafting notes

Suggested drafting approach

Use the first paragraph to introduce the article, mentioning the contributor and highlighting what will be covered or the outcome. Avoid preambling at the beginning of a paragraph or even the start of the article.

   A pithy and interesting read can be achieved by placing the subject of each paragraph in the first half of the first sentence – for example:

   The car lift options that Jim Greenhill considered were text text text . . 
Layout

Indent each para three spaces, main text is 9pt Aerial and heading is 11 point Aerial. The template is set up to size the text for either a V8 Column or V8 Newsletter with images as illustration. 

Text and heading font size

Text indent each para three spaces, main text 9pt Aerial and subheadings are 10 point Aerial. Note main heading for an article in is in 11pt Aerial. Line space before a subheading.

Update filename in the footer

Click keystrokes Alt V then H to go to the header and scroll down to footer to update the filename.

Naming a file 

Please use a standard format with reverse date, topic, description and revision number using hyphens between text in the filename. This dating system ensures files are listed on the folder in date order and are grouped together for each topic. For example: 

170715-carlift-options-review-VS1.doc

   Also please name digital image files using a similar topic and description format – for example:

carlift-NSfront.jpg

Image file sizes

Good quality image files are needed for reproduction in a full colour magazine like Safety Fast! so the minimum file sizes should be:

One column wide: 500KB (0.25MB).

Two or three columns wide: over 1.5MB.

   For reproduction as a PDF document on the V8 website lower quality image file sizes can be accepted.
Using this template

Simply delete the text and image and begin drafting your article or note.  Name the file is the format the “AB1” is your initials and the number of the draft.
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