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MG Power Girls at Friarsgate Dealer 

History of the Team Spirit TF 
Steve Woods was a senior combustion development engineer who worked on the K6 engine development program with the 
company Powertrain that was sited at Longbridge during the 1990s.  Steve also raced MG’s and had considerable success 
with his competition prepared MG Sport & Racing MGF Trophy from 2001 to 2003, in both sprint and hillclimb competitions, 
being sponsored by the Friarsgate MG Rover dealership of Lichfield at the time.   Meanwhile, the MG TF was being 

developed in 2001, as a successor to the MGF and by 2003, was in its second year of production.  Steve was still racing his 
MGF Trophy car at this time. 
 
   After the takeover by John Towers and the rest of the “Fab 4”, (Beal, Edwards and Stephenson), Sport & Racing became a 
proper department and brand.  ‘Team Spirit’ was then “created” to try to promote lower level MGR competition interest, whilst 
the company pressed on with the “BIG” stuff, - for example Le Mans, Touring Cars, and Junior World Rally Car.  Steve says; 
“During 2003, Sport & Racing Chief, Brian Griffin said he couldn’t justify supporting the MGF, as the MG TF was in production.  
So John Rowson, (who was MGF Vehicle Manager, and my MGF co driver), discovered that a pre-production MG TF car, 
road registered by MG Rover Group: BU51 HYK was due to be ‘pensioned off’ from its development program and 

probably scrapped, having been the trim and hardware ‘slave car’ from new.  Brian Griffin then ‘signed the car off’ and the car 
was saved for a new chapter in its life – competition racing under the ‘Team Spirit’ banner”  
 
   The MG TF was transferred from the trim and hardware shop to the Sport & Racing fleet, via the Methods Build Workshop, 
where it was converted from LHD to RHD.  All of these workshops were on Longbridge factory site.  The trim was replaced 
minus any of the NVH pack to save weight.  The wheels, tyres and 4 point harness racing seats were then transferred over 
from the old MGF Trophy car.  Around the same time, it had the distinctive black stripes and ‘MG’ decals applied, identifying it 
as a ‘Team Spirit’ competition car.   A ‘blue-printed’ exhaust system was fitted, and is the actual one that was used on the 
Government witnessed TF160 Engine Power Homologation (and the 135 Homologation).  The steering/suspension geometry 
was then set up on the MG Sport & Racing Hunter Chassis Rig, and rechecked a couple of times later during the 2004 
season. 
 
  The car was used as the new ‘Team Spirit’ car by Steve Woods and John Rowson, replacing the old MGF Trophy car up to 
the end of 2003 in a few events in road modified class, as they were using the MGF Cup car hard-top and the exhaust system 
off the Trophy.  All of these mods were subsidised by Steve’s sponsor – Friarsgate MG Rover of Lichfield. 
 
   At the end of the 2004 competition season it was decided to put the car back to standard spec because of the times it 
recorded.  As the car never had a soft top or frame, Steve’s sponsor, (Friarsgate MG Rover of Lichfield) donated an MGF 
hardtop, sprayed it to match the car, as their sponsorship for the 2004 season, (approx £1,100). 
   During the 2004 season, competing in the Midland Speed Championship, with the car driven to and from all events 
(Pembrey, Prescott, Curborough, MIRA, Three Sisters, Loton Park, Shelsey Walsh etc), Friarsgate MG Rover of Lichfield 
supplied a set of the optional lightweight TF wheels and new tyres which were then scrubbed down to 3mm (approx £1,200).  
At the same time, the original engine which had stood for two years prior to being used, was very noisy at the end of the 2004 
season, so Steve Woods obtained one of the spare ZR race series VVC engines of which 25 had been built.  This he then ‘ran 
in’ and rated on the test-bed.  This engine still has the original MSA seal to show it was a witnessed production build from 
Powertrain Ltd.  The original engine (18K4FN 35 470110) was then returned to Sport & Racing to be rebuilt as a spare for the 
Trophy race car. 
 
  When MG Rover went into administration in 2005, Steve Woods (who was looking after the car at the time), bought the car 
from auditors - Price Waterhouse Cooper.   Steve continued racing the MG TF until 2011, by which time BU51 HYK had 
established an impressive competition history. 

 


