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Longstanding V8 enthusiast John Fry says “it’s amazing what one manages to turn up through the lockdown!”  He 

had found a copy of Safety Fast! from July 1981 and had read the V8 Register’s section in the Register News part 
of the magazine.  John says “on perusal of the article I see it makes reference to my MGBGTV8 - Mirage 1675 – 

when I owned it in South Africa.  The car is still owned by the friend Nigel Stokes to whom I sold it to in 1985.  I still 
see him from time to time.  The V8 now has a 5 speed gearbox. I have also turned up information on the original 
owner before me who personally exported the V8 to South Africa as an immigrant.  I was told by the chap I 
purchased it from in June 1978 in SA -  John Maginnes - that he purchased the car as first owner  from a Leyland 
Dealer in Bute and it was registered as HSJ 60N.  Not sure if the V8 Register has all the details but might be worth 
checking records.”  The V8 Registrar responded “our copy of the Factory production records shows it was 
despatched from the Factory on 22

nd
 May 1974 to Dick Bros (Motors) in Kilmarnoch, Ayrshire”.   

 

 
In just 30 months from the launch in October 1978, the V8 Register had 330 members by May 1981. 


