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MG 3621 – restoring a 

rare V8 Roadster 

Peter Ellis, V8 enthusiast and former 

Safety Fast! editor, feels fortunate to 

have been able to purchase a rare 

V8 Roadster built by Beer of 

Houghton for Barry Boyd.  It is in 

need of some work to recommission 

it as it had been off the road for over 

30 years.  Here he relates the story. 

   Barry Boyd asked Beer of 

Houghton to produce an MGB V8 

for him and I took him down to 

Houghton to collect the car in early 

1982.  It had been built on one of 

the original Factory O-series MGB 

Roadster shells, finished in Ermin 

White, and was originally registered 

RUD 224T (now 3621 MG) and 

numbered L9.  I believe Don 

Haytor’s O-series V8 Roadster was 

L8 but there does not seem to be 

much information available so I’m 

still searching.  MG 3621 appeared 

on the cover of the February/March 

1987 issue of the original MG 

Enthusiast magazine and in an 

article in an earlier edition under the 

heading “Development MGB finds 

new heart”. 

   Barry did about 18,000 miles in 

the car visiting MG Car Club events 

at Hausach and Luxembourg in 

1982 where his V8 gave an E-Type 

a fright in the sprint.  Early in 1985 

Barry became ill and stopped using 

the car, the last tax disc expiring in 

April 1985.  The car was stolen and 

recovered on we believe two 

occasions which unfortunately left 

the steering lock/ignition switch, 

nearside quarter light and boot lock 

damaged.  Barry sadly passed away 

in late 2018 and we were surprised 

to find that the car was still in 

Barry’s possession and had been 

stored since 1985. 

   We were fortunate to be able to 

purchase it and had it delivered in 

December 2018.  We could see it 

would obviously need some work to 

recommission it as it had been off 

the road for over 30 years.  We 

hoped that the bodywork would not 

need too much work although there 

are a few small spots of rust and 

some orange peel which I am 

hoping to polish out as the car was 

originally painted in two-pack epoxy.  

The bodywork and wheels have 

cleaned up reasonably well but 

there are a couple of small areas 

that require refinishing and there 

will be quite a lot of cosmetic 

replacement as well as replacing 

the theft-damaged parts.   

   I am at present rebuilding the 

carburettors and inlet manifold and 

replacing all the hoses and hope to 

try and start it soon.  The braking 

system is going to be replaced and 

it will need new tyres.  

   Peter says “the story will be 

continued at some stage in the 

future as at my age everything 

always takes at least twice as long 

as anticipated!” 

 
Top left: work in progress. 

Above: cleaned up. 

Below: ‘as found’. 
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 MG 3621 appeared on the cover of the February/March 1987 issue of the original MG Enthusiast magazine and in an article 

in an earlier edition under the heading “Development MGB finds new heart”. 


