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This month we have a brief report on the last lunchtime V8 Gathering at the Shoulder of Mutton, news that HS Imports is downscaling to concentrate on RV8s, and another V8 Workshop Note on a cause for carburettor flooding and an advance notice of the V8 Curry Evening in February.
   The V8 Gathering at the Shoulder of Mutton on Hazeley Heath on Sunday 17th August organised by Bryan Ditchman proved as popular as ever. Over lunch in the garden, several members were discussing how the RV8 spot lamps were the same unit as on a racy Ford Fiesta model when just by chance an example of that model parked alongside! Quite extraordinary!  
   HS Imports has become known as one of the leading reimporters of specialist cars from Japan run by Chris Watkins who decided to downscale its activities to deal exclusively with RV8s direct to enthusiasts. Chris now operates from his home in Street in Somerset and be contacted on 01458 441543 (tel) or 07773 726968 (mob) or you can visit www.HSimports.com where his stock is regularly updated. In September Chris had two first grade RV8s in Oxford Blue – a popular colour.
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Oxford Blue 0761, a good quality RV8 secured at auction in Japan by HS Imports in September and due to reach the UK in mid November.
This page is a template for a monthly V8 Column and the following page is a template for a whole page in a V8 Newsletter
Cause for carburettor flooding
Dr Gavin Bailey (Glacier White V8 0199 & BRG RV8 0766) from Surrey has identified a strange cause for a carburettor flooding on his V8 which will prove helpful to fellow members who come across similar symptoms. This is V8 Workshop Note 294 issued in September 2003.

   Following a number of breakdowns recently in my MGBGTV8 where the float valve failed to close the supply of fuel to the offside carburettor which then resulted in fuel being discharged via the overflow pipe from the carburettor, I finally traced the fault. I found small pieces of rubber were blocking the float valve seating in the offside carburettor and preventing it from closing. A few years earlier, I had replaced the short length of armoured fuel hose and the short piece of hose that connects the two carburettors – and they were certified fuel hose. It seems however that the short length of new hose I had fitted between the carburettors had started to break down on the internal surfaces of the hose, shedding small pieces of rubber into the fuel stream which reached the offside carburettor causing flooding.

   I have since spoken with a friend who has a vintage BSA motorbike which suffered a similar fault. I do not have any solutions at this stage but this issue may be worth bearing in mind if you suffer a similar fault with your V8. 
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A V8 Roadster Conversion which leaves little to doubt over its identity! (Photo: Gavin Bailey)
The annual V8 Curry evening on Saturday 13th February 2004 is the next V8 Register event. It will at the Moghal Tandoori Restaurant, Warwick Road in Beaconsfield at 7.00pm. There is a useful location map and directions on the V8 Website. Contact David Biddle for reservations on 01753 892714.
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V8 25th Anniversary 2003 Week of Events
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Left to right: John Targett (USA), Kai Knickmann (Germany), Eva Maas-Doyle (Germany), Al Riches (Canada), Allan Doyle (Germany) & Dana Moreland (USA) enjoying lunch at the Pear Tree in Hook Norton. (Photo: Victor Smith) 
The week enjoyed wonderfully warm and sunny weather and the varied programme proved particularly enjoyable. It was well supported by overseas members from Canada, Germany, Holland, Japan, Sweden and the USA, plus of course many UK members. The week started with the second talk in the annual Don Hayter Talks series at the Beales Hotel in Buckingham.
   The RV8 Talk on the concept, development and production of the RV8 proved to be a fascinating tale of how a low budget project to produce a classic sports car could still be done in the early 1990s. John Yea and David Bishop related what had inspired the RV8 development team to do the project to create a modern classic sportscar to keep the name of MG alive as a modern brand. John also mentioned that the project only just beat the increased “drive-by” noise regulations – another six months or so later and it might well have not got through! Peter Buckles chaired the event and commented "projects like that just don't happen like that any more". The availability of MGB bodies from the BMH Body Plant and fuel injected V8 engines clearly were the essential inputs but it needed enthusiasm and imagination to make it happen. Many of our V8 enthusiasts contributed to the project including Roger Parker, the late Trevor Taylor, Ron Gammons and of course Peter Buckles and his team at the leading specialist parts supplier, Moss Europe. 
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The RV8, a modern classic. (Photo: MG Rover)

   On Monday morning the V8 group next went to the BMH Body Plant at Witney for a thorough tour of the plant – David Bishop had arranged for a batch of MGBGT bodies to be in production so we saw the first stage of joining the front and back of the bottom section. The warm welcome from the shop floor team was very noticeable, one commenting “we are pleased to see you as you are our customers!” The workmanship is excellent and upon request we had an MGB wing assembled on a jig before our very eyes. Long may the plant thrive – the supply of bodyshells and panels it is the essential lifeline for members rebuilding V8s.
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Left to right: Peter Buckles with the cheerful BMH Witney Body Plant team of John Yea, Neil Morrick and David Bishop. (Photo: Gavin Bailey) 

   The group then visited the new MG Exhibition at Abingdon Museum which has been put together by Brian Moylan (AWC) and the new Curator, Cherry Gray. Since she arrived last year, many visitors to the museum have commented that an MG Exhibition would have been something they would have liked to have seen. But the new exhibition is not just for the visitors, Brian has seen that there are many young people in Abingdon who have no knowledge of the MG Works and its former importance to the town. So the exhibition has a real purpose. The first thing that strikes you on entering the display room is an imaginative reconstruction of a view up the production line, and then you are drawn to the many items of MG memorabilia on display and in cabinets. The MG Exhibition runs until 14th September and really is well worthwhile visiting.

   On Tuesday the V8 group visited MG Rover at Longbridge and had a conducted tour of the plant. It was both fascinating and encouraging to see such efficient production and a workforce who were clearly pleased to see MG enthusiasts. Gone is the large company ethos – now you can see the slimmed down MG Rover has a clear focus on making good quality cars. The team on the assembly line are interested in their customers – they welcomed us warmly. Yes the culture you see in successful medium sized businesses is very evident at Longbridge - good news indeed!

  By the middle of the week, the group was ready for the V8 Tulip Tour – a 120 mile route around the quiet lanes of the Cotswolds devised and arranged by Gordon Hesketh-Jones and his team. It involved careful navigation with “tulip cards” and a continuing MG quiz. Two refreshment stops were a particular attraction - first lunch at the George Hotel in Brailes and then later a cream tea at the Killingworth Castle Inn. As Gordon lives in Cornwall, he had found a place which provided cream teas that met the standards he is used to! Jim Gibson and Sue Walker won the navigation and MG quiz respectively.

   On Thursday the V8 group went to Blenheim Palace and enjoyed a conducted tour of this magnificent building followed by lunch under the oak trees nearby as the event organisers, Peter and Sue Beadle, had arranged for the V8s to park up close to the building overlooking the lake. 
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