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Longbridge to play key role in rebirth of MG 

Birmingham’s Longbridge plant – perceived by many as the home of the British motor industry – will have a key role to play in the rebirth of the MG brand, according to plans revealed by owners Nanjing Automobile Corporation (NAC) at a London press conference today. 

Mr Yu Jianwei, President of NAC, revealed that NAC would be making an initial investment of £10 million in the part of the Longbridge site it has secured on a long term, 33-year lease. Already 80 people are working for NAC-MG (UK) at Longbridge and more people are to be recruited with the development of its business. 

They will spearhead moves to resume assembly of MG’s iconic two seat, mid-engined sports car, the MG TF. NAC MG (UK) intends to start its production from first half of 2007 and commercially launch in second half of 2007. The annual production capacity will be 15,000 cars. The cars will primarily be sold in the UK and Europe but may be exported to other markets too. 

Plans are being worked on now by a joint Anglo-Chinese management team at Longbridge. These would see cars assembled from kits of components supplied directly from NAC’s new production facility in Nanjing, China, which is now under construction. With an annualised capacity of 200,000 cars and 250,000 engines, this state of the art facility will offer MG customers worldwide high quality cars benefiting from highly competitive component pricing. 

NAC executives believe that the fast growing demand for cars amongst Chinese buyers, together with low manufacturing costs there, will enable it to deliver components at more competitive prices for installation in a new generation of MG models. 

British car buyers will be able to buy the reborn MG TF from the second half of 2007 and NAC-MG (UK) is now beginning the work needed to put in place a nationwide retailer network. In 2008 it is expected that sales of the MG ZT range will resume in the UK. All of these models will offer significant enhancements compared to the previous MG Rover produced cars. Chinese consumers will be offered both models and will also be able to buy the MG ZR range. 

NAC MG is also re-establishing a Research and Development Centre at Longbridge and this, coupled with output from a similar centre in Nanjing, will shortly be working on completely new models which NAC will launch in the future. 

Speaking in London today, Mr Yu Jianwei said: “Car enthusiasts all over the world can be reassured that MG, one of the great motoring brands, is safe in our hands. We are committed to rebuilding the marque in major markets, with cars supplied from the UK or China as appropriate”. 
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