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June 2016. Time to start attacking the underside of the body. 

 
Knotted wire brushes on an angle grinder should do the job. 

 
The wire brushes worked well, but the ómuleskinnerô would be needed to get the 
rest of the paint, underseal and rust off. 

 
I was amazed at the amount of underseal, sealer and paint that came off. I had 
already swept up once. The amount on the floor, in the photo,  filled a dustpan and 
brush. 

 
Tapping along the LH front chassis rail I found this rusty weak spot. If I had 
stripped this chassis rail of underseal I probably would have missed this hole! The 
rest of the ótie downô bracket to the left of the hole I cut off by grinding through the 
welds. 
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Yet another rust hole at the front of the inner wing where the LH front wing bolts to 
the inner wing. The two holes to the right are the horn bracket mounting holes. 

 
A couple of small holes where the splash panel fits towards the rear of the wing. 

 
This is the inner LH front wing after 3-days (OK, three half days) of hard graft. Only 
all the rest of the underside and wheel housings to clean off. Do I really want to do 
this? No, definitely not! 

 
Letôs weld the engine mounting plates in place and think about what to do about 
stripping the rest of the body from the underseal that had been sprayed over rust. 
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I drilled the holes for the oil filter on the RH inner wing before I forgot. 

 
The Phillips headed screws holding the bonnet safety catch were well and truly 
rusted in. Penetrating oil did not work, even when left for a day or two. Heat and 
brute force and ignorance were needed to get them to budge. 
 
After still having aching arms from my work on the LH inner wing I decided to think 
about how I could get all the underseal and rust off the bodyshell. I knew that grit 
blasting would not shift the underseal as Jaymic take two days to heat and remove 
the underseal on BMW ô02 and CS bodyshells before they send them for blasting. I 
looked up acid stripping and decided against it due to messages on internet 
forums about panels turning into lace. In the end I decided on sodablasting.  

 
After the soda blast decision I stripped the bodyshell of what was left on it. 

 
Shell stripped out ready to have the underseal, yellow paint and rust removed. 
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Bob Player, one of the Saga louts came and helped me pack away the parts. 

 
Who needs paint stripper. Cellulose thinners can work just as well if left overnight. 

 
More parts blasted and etch primed ready to be primed and top coated. 

 
Very early in the morning leaving to take the bodyshell to Sodablast in Bilston. Any 
comments or suggestions to mikemacartney@btconnect.com  8

th
 June 2016. 


