RV8 Workshop Notes

Index to the whole series

This index covers all volumes of the RV8 Workshop
Notes series and will be updated from time to time as the
series develops. An updated Index is maintained on the
V8 Website at www.v8register.net which holders of RV8
Workshop Notes can download to maintain their copies of
the Index.

Topic Vol RV8
Note

1. ENGINE
Advance & retard pipe

Advance retard unit
Air filters

Air flow meter

Air intake sensor

Bosch starter motor
Crankshaft rear oil seal
Distributor clamp nut wrench
ECU, location, removal & refit
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5 144
ECU, rechipping 7 226

7 230
Engine management
- Data link connector 4 115
- DLC cover strip 4 115
- Diagnostic databook 4 122
- Diagnostic leads 4 118
- Diagnostic tests 4 118

4 123
- Rover Testbook or T4 4 118
- Test equipment 4 118
Engine performance
- EPROMS (chips) 1 21
- upgrade 1 21
- RPI Engineering 1 21

Exhaust system

- catalytic overheat 100

sensors 101
- catalytic converter 99
- clamps 97
- cats, replacements 309
- down pipes 97
- general 16

- hangers, replacing
- mounting hooks
- manifolds nuts loose

- manifold LHS noise 138
- mounting brackets 25
- corrosion 25
- rattle 36
- removal 292
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Qil filter, replacement
Flame trap hoses

- clamps 1 4
- general 1 5
Flywheel cover plate 3 71
Heater hoses 1 5
Heater box corrosion 1 25

Hose clamps

- general 1 4
- Norma 1 4
- Oetika 1 4
Hot wire fuel injection system

5 140
Idle
- engine erratic 5 140
- running problems 6 188
- spasmodic idle problems 6 186
Lucas Hot Wire system 5 140
Inlet manifold gasket
- corrosion 25
- general 26
Misfire, solving 130
Mountings, engine
- adjusting the mounts 8 255
- mounts 3 71
- mounts orientation 9 324
Oil pressure switch 9 327
Oil pump
- cover & washers 3 88
- hoses (replacements) 3 88
Optimax chip, improvements 7 200

8 251
Part number change points 1 24
PCV valve, check it is clear 8 249
Pipe clips 1 4
Plenum chamber hose 1 4
Rear oil seal — crankshaft 3 71
Rocker cover 3.9 badge
- badge 4 105
- breather element n/s 6 166
Sensor, air intake 5 130
Starter, overheating 5 146
Starter motor 7 238
Starting problems 6 188
Stepper motor, cleaning 8 283
Sump gasket, replacement 8 284
Throttle pedal 1 19
Timing adjustments with
reimported RV8s 7 200
Torque wrench settings 2 51
Unichip connector problems 7 201
Water pump overhaul 3 99
Water pump replacement 1 3

3 91
Water pump & air-con drive
belts 90
Water pump overhaul 314
Under bonnet checks 0
2. IGNITION SYSTEM
Distributor clamp nut wrench 7 229
Ignition key replacement 1 0

8 296
Optimax chip, improvements 7 200

8 251
Part number change points

1 24
Starting gremlins 2 66
Timing adjustments with
reimported RV8s 7 200
Torque wrench settings 2 51
Unichip connector problems 7 201
3. COOLING SYSTEM
Antifreeze concerns 9 322
Blanking panel, radiator 4 103
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Connecting pipe, corrosion
Cooling hose layout
Expansion tank

- plug

- refilling reminder

- corrosion

- filler plug spanner

- new overflow tank
Hoses, layout

Part number change points
Plug, plastic/replacing

Plug, get you home tip
Radiator cooling fan switch

Radiator hoses

Radiator hoses, steel
connecting pipe corrosion

Radiator hoses, replacements

Radiator blanking panel

Radiator shroud stickers
Radiator, upgraded
Torque wrench settings
Water pump

- feed & return

- hose

- overhaul

- replacement

4. FUEL SYSTEM
ECU location, removal & refit

Electronic fuel ignition
- throttle potentiometer
- injectors

- air flow meter

- air valve stepper
Engine management

Fuel cut off switch

- cut off switch

- starting difficulty

Fuel filter blocked, check
Fuel filter replacement
Fuel pump

- general

- noisy

- resistor

- fuel pump

- replacement (Bosch)
Fuel system

- hose clamps & clips

- Oetika clamps

- Oetika clamps

- filters & hoses

- non evaporative loss system

- fuel filter
- filter replacement
Fuel tank corrosion
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Gauge not reading correctly 8 270
Hot wire fuel injection system

5 140
Lucas hot wire system 5 140
Part number change points

1 24
Petrol tank
- filler pipe 1 4
- filler pipe 1 7
- filler pipe restrictor 1 39
- general 1 7
- hoses 1 4
- Oetika clamps 1 7
- removal 1 23
- vent pipes 1 7
Pipes, safety check 8 285
Plenum chamber plug 4 105
Starter gremlin — fuel cut off
switch 2 66
Throttle — see engine
management systems 4 123
Torque wrench settings 2 51
5. CLUTCH
Clutch master cylinder
- cap 1 14
- repair kit 1 6

8 269
- replacement 1 6
- new part number 1 50
- replacement 1 50
- vital part number 1 6
Clutch slave cylinder 1 6

3 71
Clutch slave repairs 6 197
Part number change points

1 24
Repair kits. Master/slave 8 269
Torque wrench settings 2 51
6. GEARBOX
Clutch assembly 3 71
Gearbox lubrication, R380

6 163
Gearbox cross member 2 52

3 71
Gearbox mountings 2 52

3 71
Gearbox remote 3 7
Gearbox removal 3 71
Gearknob
- cleaning 1 18
- renovation 3 71
- replacement 1 18
- replacement, elm burr knob 11 256
Gear lever grommet 4 105
Input shaft 3 71
Oil change, photos 8 275
Oil, experience with synthetic 8 264
Part number change points

1 24
R380 gearbox
- changing oil & access 7 213

8 271

8 272
- change point 6 163
- lubrication 6 163
- synthetic oils experience 8 264
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Torque wrench settings
Towing caution

7. PROPSHAFT
Part number change points

Torque wrench settings

8. REAR AXLE

CWP, new supplies
Limited slip differential
Noise from back axle

Part number change points
Rear shock absorber

- lower mounting bolt

- replacement

- servicing

Rear wheel bearings
Rebuild & refurbishment
Replacement axles
Synthetic oil recommended
Synthetic oils experience
Torque wrench settings

9. REAR SUSPENSION
Hoyle suspension upgrade
Hoyle — what'’s it like?
Hoyle, installation notes
Konis, adjusting & settings
Konis, uprated

- fitting a set

- in use in the Alps
Lowering blocks

Lowering the back end
Modifications - caution
Part number change points

Rear wheel bearings

Recall notice

Spax Krypton Gas shocks
Replacement shockers
Shock absorber, adjustments
Shockers, adjustment guide
Suspension upgrade kit
Torque wrench settings

10. INSURANCE

Classic car cover

- agreed value

- reinstatement cost

- specialist brokers

- obtaining valuations
Disclosure reminder
Immobilisers

Renewals, no grace period
Thatcham 1 immobiliser

Thatcham 2 immobiliser

11. STEERING

Ball joints

- lower

- upper

Part number change points

Castor reduction
- details of the B&G kit
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- kit is not right for the RV8 7 231
Pacing washers, dashboard
creak 8 266
Power assisted steering 7 235
Steering locks 6 180
Steering, PAS 7 235
Steering rack
- maintenance 2 54
- mounts warning 8 241
- mounts, strengthening 8 242
- mounts, cracked report 8 243
- removal 2 54
Torque wrench settings 2 51
Track rod end 6 166
12. FRONT SUSPENSION
Ball joints, steering
- lower 6 166
- upper 6 166
Bump stop replacement 8 254
Castor shims 4 105
Castor reduction kit
- details of the B&G kit 7 232
- kit not right for the RV8 7 231
- further caution 9 312
Cross member corrosion 1 25
Front coil springs
- comparison 2 59
- Japan spec 2 59
- removal & overhaul 3 98
- UK spec 2 59
Konis, adjusting & settings 7 214
Konis, uprated
- fitting a set 7 210
- in use in the Alps 7 211
Part number change points
1 24
Power assisted steering 5 129
Recall notice 8 244
Shock absorber
- adjustments/ride 6 174
- adjustments guide 7 214
- overhaul 3 94
3 99
- replacement 1 32
8 278
- servicing 1 32
Spax Krypton Gas shocks 8 278
Spring, replacements 6 194
Steering, PAS 5 129
Steering rack 5 131
Torque wrench settings 2 51
Track rod end 6 166
13. BRAKES
Brakes, system & adjustments 9 330
Brake master cylinder
- repair kit 1 6
- replacement 1 6
5 152
Brake fluid choice 8 294
Brake servo
- failures (warning) 4 102
- repair kit 1 6
- replacement 1 6
- caution, maintenance 4 104
Brake slave cylinders
- repair kit 1 6
3
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- replacement 1 6 - fog lights 1 39
Discs, caution for eBay adverts - replacement sources 6 199
for RV8 discs 9 305 Footwell lights 6 165
Front brake discs, caution 9 305 Fuel pump resistor 1 43
Front brake pads Front indicator lamp corrosion 5 157
- pads 1 31 6 163
3 96 Fuse box & fuses 5 148
- retaining clip 3 99 Fuel gauge not reading
Front callipers 1 31 correctly 8 270
Front callipers corrosion 3 96 Headlamp units
Glycol brake fluid 8 294 - conversion to LHD 9 308
Handbrake cable 1 31 9 313
4 105 - corrosion 1 25
Handbrake adjustment 3 75 - cowl, removal 6 167
Handbrake linkage kit 6 166 - replacement (Bosch) 1 1
Handbrake modification 8 291 - replacement 2 65
Hydraulic hoses 1 6 - retainers 6 167
Part number change points Indicators, front
1 24 - changing amber to clear
Rear brake hose lock nut 6 166 lenses 6 177
Rear brake & shoes 1 31 8 253
6 162 - connector terminal corrosion
Rear brake adjustment 5 157
- maintenance 3 75 Immobiliser 4 117
- full inspection 3 75 Immobiliser — ECU terminal 6 191
- brake lining removal 3 75 Immobiliser - synchronisation 7 234
Rear brake linings, check 6 162 Instruments in fascia 1 24
Rear brake, replacement 6 169 Insulation cracking 4 110
Rear wheel cylinder gasket Lens, indicator — changing
6 166 from amber to clear
Servos and brake systems 8 293 6 176
Silicone brake fluid 8 294 No charge light stays on 8 290
Torque wrench settings 2 51 Part number change point
1 24
14. ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT Petrol tank sender unit 4 105
Aerial Radio
- replacement 1 11 - conversion (Japan) 1 39
Air conditioning - frequency converter 3 76
- conditioned air vents 6 189 Relay No 1, replacing 6 165
- corrosion on fans 6 173 Rev counter removal 9 318
- service 1 44 Reverse lamp lucars 3 71
- more legroom for the Reversing light switch 7 212
passenger 4 124 Rear light cluster 4 105
- removal of the a/c system? 6 184 Saving electrical parts 3 99
Alarm transmitter Speaker grilles, replacement
- caution 1 0 281
- renew batteries 1 0 Speedometer repairs 306
- replacement 1 0 Starter motor
- reprogramming 1 0 - Bosch starter motor 7 238
8 260 - overheating 5 146
Alternator - terminals corrosion 1 25
- exchange 6 163 - terminals repair 1 28
- No charge warning 6 171 Tachometer removal 9 318
- replacement 1 48 Torque wrench settings 2 51
- no charge light stays on 8 290 Warning light, No Charge 6 171
Battery Windscreen washer jets 1 8
- condition device 2 56 Wiper blades & arms 4 105
- conditioner 7 237 Wiper wheelboxes 4 105
- filler bottle 3 78 Wiper relays failed? 9 321
- fixings, missing 5 134
- increased capacity batteries 8 257 15. WHEELS & TYRES
- lifter/carrier 3 73 Badges, removing 8 276
- Snap-On tools lifter 3 73 Checks before purchase 1 0
- Another source, lifter 3 78 Front wheel bearings 1 38
Conditioned air vents 6 189 Part number change points
FM radio frequency converter 1 24
3 76 Road wheels
Fog lights - centre caps 1 10
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- changed castings
- corrosion

- dummy studs, care! (tip)
- general
- refurbishment

- refurbishment

- wheel centre badges

- wheel lock nuts, wear
Sealants
Space saver tyres, check

Studs, dummy need care

Torque wrench settings
Tired tyres, stored RV8s
Tyres

- replacements

- replacements, suppliers
- more on replacements

- update on replacement tyres

- pressures
- pressures again

- sealants for tyres

- spacesaver wheel & tyre
- spacesavers, critical view
- more on spacesavers

- suppliers, recommended
Wheel nuts, locking

16. BODY
Air intake mesh

Badge bar for an RV8
Badges, removal with care!
Badges — doublesided tape
Bonnet alignment

- alignment

- release cable

- stay, clip

Boot

- gas struts

- gas struts, regassing

- gas struts, replacements
- general

- release mechanism

- tool stowage mould

- warning (closing)
Bumper, rear, realignment
Club badge mounting

Colours (paintwork)

Corrosion checks

Door glass

- removal

- refitting

- part numbers
Door handles
Door mirrors
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- rubber covers 3 74
- knob handles 3 74
- mirror glass 3 74

6 166
Door seal, inner 5 153
Exterior checks 1 0
Fire risk, unusual/visor mirror 6 190
Gas struts, caution 4 114

8 259
Header rail corrosion 1 25
Headlamp cowl, remove 6 167
Headlamp change to LHD 9 308
Hood
- catches, safety check 8 286
- catches, check fixings 9 332
- cleaning/refurb 4 107
- fitting 1 0
- operation 1 0
- polish, plastic rear window 9 303
- rattle 1 20
- rear surround 1 25
- Renovo products 4 113

9 303
- replacement, caution 8 262
- replacement hoods, more 8 268
- sheared pivot repair 1 47
- stiff operation 1 46
- toggle catch checks 9 332
Hood backlight
- avoiding crease 4 108
- cat deterrent! 2 53
- rear window polish 9 303
- replacement 2 53
- zip use & repair 4 109
Hood rear window see
backlight above
Indicator lenses, changing to
clear 6 176
Inner door seal retainer strip 5 153
Jack with the RV8, concerns 9 331
Knocking noise, underbody 6 187
Legroom, increasing 5 139
Lens, indicator — changing
from amber to clear

6 176

8 253
Noise from engine on LHS

5 138
Nose cone, removal 7 203
Number plates
- doublesided tape 7 236
- rear fixings 1 39
- removing Japan spec plate 7 217
- replacement number plate 8 279
Paint codes 4 125

8 300
Part number change points

1 24
Retainer strip, inner door seal 5 153
Rear window, hood
See hood backlight above
Rear bumper alignment 9 325
Seats, unusual fire risk! 6 190
Seats, more legroom 5 139
Seats, lowering 7 233
Side skirt removal 5 145
Sills
- mounting brackets 1 25
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- tread plates

Tonneau covers

- full

- half

Torque wrench settings
Touch up paint codes
Tow bar, fitting
Underbody knocks
Water leaks

Waxoyling reimports
Wheel arch flares
Windscreen

- carbon fibre replacement
- checks

- frame corrosion

- leaks, water ingress

- refitting

- replacement suuround
- removal

- rust, pictures

- sealing rubbers

- VIN number etching

Windscreen glass

- removal

- refitting

- replacement supply
Windstop, fitting

Windstop

Windstop bracket mod
Windstop for taller drivers
Wings

- Rover badges (Japan)
Wiper bezel

Wiper blades adjustment

17. SERVICE TOOLS
Auten hydraulic car lift
Britool equipment
Draper tool 176

Draper tool T40

Filler plug spanner
Hydraulic car lift or ramp
Lift, hydraulic

Tool storage moulding
RV8 toolkit

- checklist of contents
- general

- replacements

- new toolkit supplies
- torch replacement
Sump plug spanner

Zyliss Strong Boy

18. VARIOUS
Acquiring an MG RV8
Alarm transmitter

- ECU, vulnerability

- instructions card

- reprogramming

- replacements
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- retrofitting alarm & central

locking system 5 142
Auctions in Japan 6 195
Badge bar for an RV8 8 250
Buying an MG RV8
- guidance note 1 0
- dreams come true! 3 83
- reimporter’s checks 4 112
Colours, for the RV8 7 216
Dehumidifier, Winter storage 7 237
Disklock 6 180
Fire extinguishers in cars 4 110
Fire risk, unusual/mirror 6 190
Gas struts, fire risk 4 114
Hands free phone, new law 6 193
How many RV8s were made? 7 216
Importing to Australia 5 135
Jack with the RV8, concerns 9 331
Japan reimports of RV8s
- car documents 1 39
- checklist 1 0
- checks & tips 1 39
- ownership checks 4 112
- Modifications 4 120
Land Transport Safety
Authority, New Zealand 1 33
Le Mans visit - tips 1 49
Maintenance locations 1 0
Mobile phone, new law 6 193
Old parts, hang on to them
1 33
3 91
Phillips & Posidriv differences 9 320
Plaques, rally 8 287
Posidriv & Phillips differences 9 320
Publications:
Owners Handbook
AKM7144 1 0
Owners Service Record
AKM7150 1 0
Owners Info Portfolio
AKM7158 1 0
Repair Manual
AKM7153 1 0
4 118
Engine Manual
AKM7154ENG 1 0
LT77 Gearbox Manual
AKM7155ENG 1 0
RAWS, first approval 7 223
R380 Gearbox Manual
AKM7225 1 0
Rally plaques for the RV8 8 287
Reimporting from Japan
- to Australia 5 135
- Australian RAWS update 7 215
- checklist 1 39
- options, local agent? 6 192
- corrosion checks 3 87
- type approval 1 39
- customs requirements 1 39
- Waxoyling 3 87
Remote key fob — see alarm
transmitter above
Repair manual MG RV8 3 71
Reimporting RV8s, auctions 6 195
Rover Dealer network 1 0
Rover Dealer network 2 0
6
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Seat belts, inertia reel unlock
Screws Phillips & Posidriv
Servicing

Spare parts

Spares, essential for touring
abroad

Stoplock

Steering locks

Stolen cars (Japan)

Storing an RV8 over Winter
Technical Info CD, RV8
Toolkits for MG RV8

Toolkit, spare wheel moulding

Torque wrench settings
Under bonnet stickers
VIN identification

Windstop
Yellow Autolock

19. INTERIOR & INSTRUMENTS

Alarm ECU, vulnerability
Boot bulkhead clips
Bulkhead clips, boot
Carpets, replacements source
Checks before purchase
Clipstone leather cleaner
Clipstone conditioner
Cockpit, too hot

Cockpit heat, solved
Courtesy light clips
Dashboard

- creak, solving

- fascia removal

- radio fascia panel
- refurbishing laquer
Door cappings

- cracking

- refurbishment

- relacquering trim

Door pockets modification
Driver headroom tip
Emergency flares

Fascia Shellac coating
Fascia instruments
Footwell lights

Fuse box & fuses
Gearbox knob

- cleaning

- replacement

- renovation

Glovebox

Glovebox, switch
Glovebox lid, refurbishing
laquer

Hands free mobile kits
Heater control cable
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Hot RV8 cockpit

Ignition key, replacement
Ignition warning light glows
Immobiliser

Immobiliser — ECU terminal
Immobiliser, synchronisation
Instruments

- misting difficulties

- oil pressure sensor

- fascia switch bulbs

Mobile phone, hands free kits
Oil pressure switch

Radio

- FM waveband converter

- FM band expander

- iPod ICE option

- replacement, reimport
Seat belts, inertia reel
Seats, more legroom

Seats, lowering

Silkaflex, foil heat shield
Speaker grilles, replacement

Speedometer

Sun visor, fire risk unusual
Sun visor screws
Tachometer - redlining
Tachometer removal
Temperature gauge

Trim colour

Trim panels removal
Trim panels, Velcro strips
Upholstery

- leathercare tips

- seat removal

Velcro strips, trim panels
Warning light, No Charge

Windstop, fitting

- another installation

- Classic Additions, fitting
- windstop bracket mod

- neat installation
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248
126
170
204
227
247
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296
280
117
191
234

170

281
39
190
166
206
317
207
0
86
30
202

17
30
202

171
127
143
328
228
205
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Index prepared by Victor Smith (V8 Harvest Gold
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